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January, 2015 

Wow...another holiday season, and another 
year have sped past and we are into 2015. 
I was fortunate to be able, as usual, to take 
some vacation time at the end of the year.  My 
feelings of accomplishment and motivation after 
getting several cleaning and organization 
projects done around the house were tamped 
down a bit by the recent gloomy, rainy, cold 
weather.  It can be tough to stay “energized” 
when it’s so gloomy! 
But what a great 2014 in the neighborhood!  The 
low point was the hurricane-cancelled 4th of 
July Parade.  But we got to make-up the picnic 
in August.  And this fall participated in the first-
ever “NeighborWoods” program, winning a 
neighborhood grant for fourteen trees.  And 
these weren’t saplings! 
Steve Collins got our bi-annual EARNN report 
submitted, and we’re doing great on points.  But 
we need to keep up the effort, particularly with 
curbside recycling set out...a big portion of our 
EARNN points are based on the set out rate for 
your blue recycling bins. 
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Suburban Park - Granby Park - Glen Echo Shores 

The Norfolk Collegiate School Jazz Band, under the direction of Cathy Francis, performed at the 
civic league’s December holiday meeting.  See more photos on page 3. 

Newsletter of the Suburban Acres Civic League 

JANUARY MEETING 
Monday DEC 8 

Doors open at 6 pm 
Meeting at 6:30 pm  

Suburban Park  
Elementary School 
Meeting Program: 

2015 Civic League 
Programs and Goals 

50/50 Raffle  
& Door Prize 

Getting the maximum EARNN points scores us 
a cash rebate from the city, cash used to print 
the newsletter and pay for other neighborhood 
projects and events. 
I also have to thank our newsletter delivery 
volunteers who are out there every month, rain 
or shine, delivering this newsletter to 600+ 
addresses.  We are one of the few civic leagues 
in the area that actually delivers its newsletter to 
residents. I think the newsletter is an essential 
communications tool, with information and news 
you don’t get, or might miss, in The Pilot. 
And we have dozens of other volunteers working 
in the background to make the neighborhood 
great...THANKS!  
For the year 2015 I hope we can remain vigilant 
about taking care of each other and looking out 
for our neighbors, being alert to crime and any 
suspicious persons or activity, and staying 
focused on environmental, sustainability, and 
beautification efforts and projects. 
Be well, and Happy New Year! 
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  Suburban Acres Civic LeagueSuburban Acres Civic League  
    Meeting Minutes for December 8, 2014Meeting Minutes for December 8, 2014  

Meeting called to order by President Kevin Janney at 6:30 pm at Suburban Park Elementary. 
There were 30 members and visitors present, plus the Norfolk Collegiate School jazz band in 
attendance at the meeting. 
Pledge of Allegiance 
The 10 November 2014 meeting minutes were approved without additions or corrections.  
Community Resource Officer Report – Officer William Old, III.   
Officer Old gave a run down of crime stats in our neighborhood and wished everyone happy 
holidays. 
Old Business 
Kevin Janney reported on recent training held by the city’s Neighborhood Development Depart-
ment for city staff and civic league leaders.  Kevin attended the two evening and two weekend 
sessions.  The intent of the training is to facilitate assistance by city staff and stronger civic 
leagues to help civic leagues who are just starting, or are having difficulties.  There will be a future 
newsletter article on the effort. 
The nominating committee had offered a slate of recommended civic league officers and directors 
at the November meeting.  Additional nominations were solicited from the floor, and there were 
none.  The following recommended slate of officers and directors were unanimously approved by 
members in attendance to serve in 2015: 
President-Kevin Janney, Vice President-Dave Moeler, Secretary-Diane Ruhl, Treasurer-Mary Ann 
Grogan, Directors at Large-Susan Thornes, Phil Cary, Ingo Heidbrink, and Susan Winstin.  
Announcements 
− Kevin went over other holiday events that were coming up, and directed guests to invitations 

on the sign-in table. 
− Next meeting is January 12, 2015 at 6:30pm.   
Due to the holiday meeting and jazz band concert, motions were made and approved unanimously 
to dispense with the rest of the regular meeting format to enjoy the concert and refreshments. 
Those in attendance enjoyed the Norfolk Collegiate Jazz Band, led by Cathy Francis, as well as 
special refreshments. 
Meeting adjourned at 7:45 pm. 

Respectfully submitted,  Diane Ruhl, Secretary 

Suburban Acres  
Civic League 
Officers 
 

Kevin Janney, President 
587-1616 
saclpresident@gmail.com 
 

David Moeller, Vice President 
587-5546 
saclvicepresident@gmail.com  
 
Diane Ruhl, Secretary 
531-9121 
saclsecretary@gmail.com 
 

Mary Ann Grogan, Treasurer 
531-9121 
sacltreasurer@gmail.com  

Board of Directors 
 

Susan Thornes 617-1635 
 

Ingo Heidbrink 383-8553 
 

Phil Cary 583-8165 
 

Susan Winstin 587-2102 

Newsletter/Communications 
Kevin Janney 
jkjanney@verizon.net 
587-1616 

Newsletter Advertising 
suburbanacres@gmail.com  

Community Resource Officer 
William T. Old, III 
william.oldiii@norfolk.gov 
823-4433  390-0392 cell 

Police (Non Emergency)  
441-5610 
Code Enforcement   
664-6532 
Norfolk Cares   
664-6510 

Neighborhood Watch 
Coordinator  - Phil Cary 
cdcary@cox.net   583-8165 

EARNN (Environmental Awards 
for Recycling in Norfolk Neigh-
borhoods) Coordinator 
Steve Collins 416-4911 

Military Family Coordinator 
Susan Thornes 617-1635 
suzyqqqq@cox.net 

Neighborhood Ambassador / Real 
Estate Information 
Lety Pena Parr 754-3652 
letychica70@gmail.com  

Visit our website at 
www.suburban23505.com 

Suburban Acres Civic League, Inc.  6555 Tidewater Drive #14, Norfolk, VA 23509  

Annual membership dues for Suburban Acres Civic League are due for 
the 2015 calendar year.   

Dues remain unchanged at $10 family; individ-
ual dues are $5.  You can pay your dues at  

this month’s civic league meeting on JAN 12, 
or use the form  on page 11 and mail your 

dues to the treasurer. 

School Board, PTA joint meeting 
The School Board invites parents and other 
stakeholders to join the Board and the Norfolk 
Council of PTAs for a joint meeting on Monday, 
Jan. 12 at 6 p.m. at Ruffner Academy, 610 May 
Ave. in Norfolk.  
The meeting will focus on “Growing Family 
Engagement in NPS” and include breakout 
sessions, impactful dialogue and exchange of 
ideas on topics related to welcoming families 
into the school/home, building relationships 
with parents/principals, and school board and 
family engagement. 

-Norfolk Public Schools 
City to host two MLK events 
The City of Norfolk will host two days of free 

events to honor the life and legacy of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.  
On Sunday, January 18 the City of Norfolk and 
the Virginia Symphony Orchestra will present a 
free concert, “Songs for a Dreamer: A Tribute 
to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.” at 7 pm, Calvary 
Revival Church, 5833 Poplar Hall Drive.   
On Monday, January 19 in partnership with the 
Garden of Prayer Church the city will host the 
annual march and ceremony. The walk will 
start at 9:30 am at the Garden of Prayer 
Worship Center, 1001 Church Street and move 
south to the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
memorial at the intersection of Brambleton 
Avenue and Church Street. A ceremony will 
take place at the monument from 10–11 am.  

-Norfolk Division of Communications 
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The Norfolk Collegiate 
School Jazz Band (top) 
performed at the 
December civic league   
meeting, playing jazz 
standards and holiday 
tunes to the enjoyment 
of the holiday meeting 
crowd. 
Neighbors and guests 
of all ages, including 
Collegiate parents, 
attended the evening of 
December 8th.  
The band is led by 
Director of Bands and 
Fine and Performing 
Arts Chair Cathy 
Francis. 
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  Civic League and Community NewsCivic League and Community News  
    For more news and events visit our website at For more news and events visit our website at www.suburban23505.comwww.suburban23505.com  
NPS taking applications for middle school 
programs, new Choice School 
Applications are now available for Middle School Specialty 
Programs and the New 3-8 Choice School 
The new NPS 3rd through 8th grade choice school (former 
Lafayette-Winona Middle School) will offer an innovative 
teaching and learning environment focused on project-based 
learning concepts.  
Project-based learning concepts inspire a student-driven 
atmosphere that engages and challenges students through a 
rigorous curriculum with interdisciplinary and collaborative 
projects in the areas of Technology, Engineering, Arts, Math and 
Science (TEAMS); an enhanced critical thinking and creative 
environment in which communication and leadership skills for 
the 21st Century are at the forefront of learning; connecting 
academic activities with the real world and the community’s 
economic, social, and natural environments; promoting good 
citizenship and exploration of diverse careers; and uniquely 
trained staff who will facilitate project-based learning activities.  
Additionally, the choice school will apply in 2015 for candidate 
status for the International Baccalaureate (IB) Middle Years 
Programme. 
Other middle school specialty programs are: 
• The Academy of International Studies at Rosemont– Offers 

a rigorous course of study with a focus on world languages, 
world cultures, and military science (Navy League Cadets 
Program). Students can choose one of the following 

focus area: World Languages, Military Science, or World 
Languages and Military Science. 

• The Pre-Medical, Health and Engineering Specialty (PMHE) 
Program at Blair– Provides innovative learning opportunities 
in collaboration with community organizations to focus on 
medical/health sciences and engineering careers. Designed 
for high-performing students, this program offers a rigorous, 
comprehensive, academic program that emphasizes 
college and career readiness as well as preparation for 
medical, health, and engineering career fields. 

• The Young Scholars program for Gifted Learners at 
Norview and Ruffner - Students in the Young Scholars 
program develop their academic skills and interests using 
the Autonomous Learner Model (ALM), which fosters 
independence in meeting the unique needs of the gifted 
learner. Young Scholars must be highly motivated, 
academically orientated, and identified as gifted. A review 
committee will evaluate all applications and select a group 
of finalists to continue the selection process with an 
interview, during which each student will be asked to 
present a project or product. 

Norfolk Public Schools has improved and streamlined the 
process for applying to middle school specialty programs. This 
year, there is one, consolidated application for the middle school 
specialty programs; students and families can indicate on the 
application the program(s) for which they are applying. The new 
choice school has its own application. 
All applications – for the specialty programs and for the choice 
school – must be completed and turned in to students’ NPS 
counsellors by February 13, 2015. 

-Norfolk Public Schools 

Volunteers Needed for Meeting Refreshments 
We all know that the reason so many people come to the civic 
league meetings (aside from the great speakers and 
camaraderie) is great refreshments!  The civic league needs 
volunteers to help in providing those refreshments.  A sign-up 
sheet will be posted at meetings.  Karen Mayne has volunteered 
to continue to bring the drinks and paper products.  So monthly 
volunteers just need to bring light snacks, with reimbursement 
up to a limit of $30 each month.  Please contact Karen at 587-
1287 for more information.  We need some neighbors to step 
up, or our meetings will become snack-less. 
Many thanks to everyone who assisted with the refreshments in 
the last year – you all did a great job. 

-The Suburban 
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Have story or feature 
idea? Recipe? Would 
you like to be a regular 
or occasional  
contributor to  
The Suburban?   

Contact us at:  
suburbanacres@gmail.com    

Street Sweeping & Piled Leaves 
Don’t Mix 
In order for Norfolk’s street sweepers to do 
their job, residents are reminded to never 
intentionally rake, blow, or pile leaves into 
their curb line. Sweepers are not designed to 
pick-up these man-made leaf mounds, plus 
these piles often hide limbs, brick, rocks and 
other large debris that can severely damage 
sweepers.  
When sweepers encounter large piles of 
vegetative debris in the curb line, they will 
bypass them, similar to a parked vehicle. 
Norfolk’s Waste Management makes it easy 
for you to dispose of fall leaves in three easy 
steps: 1.) rake leaves into clear plastic bags, 
2.) place bagged leaves out for your regular 
trash collection day, and 3.) watch Waste 
Management haul the leaves away. 
Keeping Norfolk’s roadways leaf-free takes 
team work! The City appreciates your efforts 
to keep our communities looking-good for 
everyone to enjoy. 

-Norfolk Division of Waste Management 
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Civic League web site breaks 
records in 2014 
A New York City subway train holds 1,200 
people. www.suburban23505.com was 
viewed about 5,000 times in 2014. If it were a 
NYC subway train, it would take more than 
four trips to carry that many people. 
2014 had the most views and unique visitors 
than any year since the web site’s inception in 
2009 with 5,040, roughly double those in 
2009, and 520 more than in 2013. 
The busiest day of the year was February 6th 
with 232 views. The most popular post that 
day was the February 2014 newsletter. 
Pages that drew the most visits other than the 
home page were the 100th State House of 
Delegates District Special Election with the 
most clicks, then the Officers and Contacts, 
Events, About, and Yard of The Month tabs. 
Many visitors found us by way of links from 
other web sites.  The top referring web sites 
were WardsCornerNow.com, Norfolk.gov, 
and Facebook, in that order. 
The vast majority of visitors to the site were 
from the United States (more than 4,500), but 
visitors with IP addresses in 68 other 
countries were visitors to the site. 
Let’s keep the momentum going!  If you have 
ideas for improvements or articles/posts to 
either The Suburban newsletter or the web 
site (articles, recipes, photos, etc.), email us 
at suburbanacres@gmail.com. 

-The Suburban 



6       The Suburban 

 

Norfolk CrimeView statistics  Suburban Acres, December 1-31, 2014 

Neighborhood Watch Report 
Police continue to get reports of car larcenies in the greater 
Wards Corner Area; many of these are when people either 
leave their cars unlocked or leave valuables in sight. 
Reports of break-ins and vandalism by groups of youth are 
reported in the Wards Corner area and elsewhere around the 
City.  Police are investigating an incident where youths used a 
BB gun in random shootings.  In Denby Park, a group of very 
young children (10 and under) have vandalized buildings, some 
multiple times.  Police request that if school age youth are seen 
in the neighborhoods or shopping areas during school hours, 
call 911 so they can respond immediately.  They are working 
with Granby High on truancy issues. 
Police also recommended that if panhandlers are seen in the   

  Civic League and Community NewsCivic League and Community News  
    For more news and events visit our website at For more news and events visit our website at www.suburban23505.comwww.suburban23505.com  

area, to call 911 so they can 
respond immediately. 
Panhandlers may be 
prosecuted under public 
nuisance statutes or 
administratively due to 
licensing/permitting 
requirements based on their 
activities and location. 
The following home safety tips 
are provided by the Virginia 
State Police: 
− Routinely lock all windows 

and doors. 
− Keep entrances well-lit. 

Use timers for lights, both 
inside and outside. 

− Check identification of repair contractors or sales 
individuals.  In Norfolk, solicitors (sales people taking orders 
for products to be delivered later) and peddlers (sales 
people who have the products with them for delivery at the 
time of sale) must have a city permit.  In addition to 
identification, ask to see the salesperson’s permit. 

− Never indicate you are home alone. 
− Get to know your neighbors. 

Neighborhood Watch issues,  questions, or  
concerns?  Neighborhood Watch Coordinator  
Phil Cary can be reached at cdcary@cox.net  

or 583-8165 or visit our web site at www.suburban23505.com 



www.suburban23505.com  7 

 

 

SS U B U R B A NU B U R B A N   AA C R EC R E SS  

GREEN 
By Karen Mayne 
January 2015 – Ten Green Resolutions  

  Civic League and   Community  NewsCivic League and   Community  News  
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Kermit the Frog says, “It’s not easy being green.”  Oh, but it is!  
Most of us make New Year’s resolutions, so here are ten easy 
things you can do in the New Year to be green – and to save 
some green in your wallet, too. 
1. Replace at least one incandescent light bulb with a compact 

fluorescent light (CFL) or LED bulb.  You will save money 
over the life of the bulb 
and reduce the amount of 
pollutants generated by 
electrical plants.  Find out 
if you qualify for any of 
Dominion Virginia 
Power’s Energy Conser-
vation Programs by call-
ing 888-366-8280 or go 
to www.dom.com. 
2. Install a programma-
ble thermostat.  They are 
reasonably priced, easy 
to install, and can save 
big bucks if you are able 
to turn your thermostat 
down during the day 
while at work or at night 
while you are sleeping. 
3. Don’t fertilize your 
fescue lawn in the spring.  

Wait until autumn when the fertilizer will do more good.  
(Zoyzia and St. Augustine lawns should be fertilized in the 
early summer.) 

4. Convert part of your lawn to a shrub or flower bed.  It will 
reduce your time mowing the lawn and serve as a place to 
put mulched leaves in the fall. 

5. Participate in the City of Norfolk’s Celebrate Trees! initiative 
to add more trees to our city.  Go to 
www.CelebrateTrees.norfolk.gov or call the City’s Parks and 
Urban Forestry at 757-823-4023. 

6. Turn off the water while brushing your teeth and 
soaping up your hands.  Bathroom faucets account 
for about 16 percent of the water use in most house-
holds.  Showerheads deliver almost 20 percent of 
your indoor water use.  Replacing an old showerhead 
with a new low-flow, high pressure model is easy and 
will save on both water and energy costs.  Go to 
www.epa.gov/watersense for more information on 
ways to save water. 

7. Get a rain barrel to catch the water from your gutters 
and use it to water your flower beds.  There are a 
number of commercial sources; one local source is 
Mike’s Rain Barrels at 757-761-1553. 

8. Scoop the poop when walking your dog.  In your yard, train 
your dog to use one particular area so you can clean up and 
throw your dog’s mess in the trash. 

9. Don’t pour grease or greasy food wastes down the drain.  
Pour grease into a can and refrigerate or freeze before put-
ting it in the trash, and wipe off frying pans and greasy plates 
with a paper towel before washing.  Go to 
www.AskHRGreen.org for more information on putting your 
drains on a fat-free diet. 

And Number 10, most of all, get outside (and get the kids out-
side) and enjoy life in our beautiful neighborhood in all seasons 
of the year.  We live in one of the prettiest areas in the City. 
Happy New Year! 

Karen Mayne can be reached at 757-587-1287  
or at KarenLMayne@aol.com 
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Please Support our Advertisers 
Advertisers in The Suburban help defray the cost of production and printing of 

our newsletter, and support other  civic league activities and projects. 
Please make an effort to support these community-minded local businesses by 

shopping with them when you can, and providing referrals to your friends. 

The Wellness Column The Wellness Column The Wellness Column    
 Presented by Dr. Brad Robinson 

            The Power of Potassium  
     The human diet once contained plenty of potassium but as 
our diets began including more processed foods and fewer 
fresh fruits and vegetables, potassium intake levels dropped. 
Scientists suspect this may be related to rise in chronic 
diseases like heart disease and osteoporosis. 
     Potassium is an element (and electrolyte) essential for a 
normal water balance between cells and body fluids, the 
response of nerves to stimulation, and muscle contraction. 
     Potassium occurs naturally in a variety of foods, so severe 
potassium deficiency is uncommon. But excessive fluid loss 
through vomiting, diarrhea, or sweating—and certain 
medications, can worsen potassium deficiency. 
     Recent research indicates increased potassium intake can 
lower blood pressure, slow progress of kidney disease, and 
decrease the risk of kidney stones and osteoporosis. 
Potassium has also been associated with higher bone density 
in older women. The best way to increase potassium intake is 
to increase consumption of fresh fruits and vegetables. 
     Swiss chard, Cremini mushrooms, spinach, winter squash, 
broccoli, celery, tomato, raisins, carrots, papaya, avocado, 
beans, dried fruits, and nuts are excellent potassium sources. 
     Dr. Robinson believes prevention is the cornerstone of the 
chiropractic lifestyle, which includes regular chiropractic 
care, exercise, and good nutrition. 

Learn about chiropractic’s highly effective approach: call 
Dr.  Robinson, a chiropractor and holistic-care provider, at (757)  
588-8908 or visit our website at www.WardsCornerDC.com. 

NORFOLK 

Weather and Climate Summit 
viewing at ODU 
Residents of Norfolk and surrounding 
communities are invited to come to ODU and 
listen to two live talks being given at a 
Community Event in Breckenridge, CO. The 
presentation, on Wednesday January 14, 
2015 at 9 pm, will be viewed live via 
streaming video. The evening event in 
Breckenridge takes place during the Glen 
Gerberg Weather and Climate Summit 2015 
organized by the Storm Center.  
Dr. James White, Director of the Institute for 
Arctic and Alpine Research (INSTAAR) at the 
University of Colorado and award-wining 
National Geographic Photographer  James 
Balog will talk about their Arctic research 
findings and how those findings are helping 
us to better understand the impacts of a 
rapidly changing climate. Major impacts of 
melting ice include Sea Level Rise.   
The talks will be followed by a question and 
answer period. 
Location is Old Dominion University, 
Learning Commons in the Perry Library, 
Room 1310.  
Registration is required. For information 
email hpplag@odu.edu or visit 
www.mari.odu.edu. 

-Mitigation and Adaptation  
Research Institute at ODU 
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tributaries. But, big caution, it is still an urban river and 
there's no change in the ban yet while the state looks at 
other important factors. 

Our Lafayette plan also set 2020 goals including getting further 
than we have with reducing a large algae bloom appearing in 
the Lafayette each summer. 
Congratulations to winners of our Living Lafayette 2014 award to 
leading partners with us in this effort: City of Norfolk, HRSD, 
Chesapeake Bay Foundation, NOAA Chesapeake Bay Office, 
US Army Corps of Engineers Norfolk District and Lafayette 
Wetlands Partnership. 

Marjorie Mayfield Jackson is the Executive Director  of the 
Portsmouth-based Elizabeth River Project 

Lafayette River meets state standards 
By Marjorie Mayfield Jackson 
The Lafayette now meets state water quality standards for 
bacteria, according to a draft state report released Dec. 15, 
2014. The Draft 2014 305(b)/303(d) Water Quality Assessment 
Integrated Report is available online from the Virginia 
Department of Environmental Quality at www.deq.state.va.us.  
The state defines this standard as “supporting recreational use.” 
Elizabeth River Project’s community-wide plan defined the goal 
early-on as "swimmable." In fact, that's a health deptartment 
call, and you should always adhere to local health department 
guidance and regulations.  But a thousand cheers for improved 
water quality, and a thousand thanks to our many donors and 
partners. 
The state report comes with a caveat that bacteria levels may 
be high after heavy rains, also part of the Elizabeth River 
Project’s Safety First precautions, available at 
www.elizabethriverproject.org. Virtually all urban rivers are 
unsafe after significant rains due to the challenges of urban 
runoff.  
Many partner groups as well as individuals, families, schools 
and businesses have worked together since 2011 to restore 
the Lafayette. Together we've substantially achieved or greatly 
exceeded all 2014 goals in our community-wide plan for 
restoring the Lafayette! There's much left to do but 
congratulations to all. 
Some of the progress achieved to carry out our Lafayette plan: 
− The 2014 goal for wetlands was to restore 10 acres. Looks 

like 15 were achieved and seven more are funded, with the 
City of Norfolk leading the region in this! 

− Oyster goals are also about to be exceeded. The 2014 goal 
was 10 new acres of oyster habitat; we've achieved more 
than that with 9.5 acres of new reef plus two more funded, 
plus more than 800 "oyster reef balls." Best of all - a 
whopping 13 million young oysters were grown for 
the Lafayette by the Chesapeake Bay Foundation. 

− Public involvement in restoring the Lafayette is over the top 
and expected to take a giant leap even further with new 
education and recruiting efforts at Virginia Zoo. The initial 
goals included 1,000 River Star Homes - we're at 2300 with 
1200 of them in the Lafayette area (sign up today if you 
haven't!) And we're so excited that Virginia Zoo has agreed 
to become our official recruiting station for River Star 
Homes with the goal to sign up all their members 

− Best of all for engaging the public, the zoo will open 
"Seahorses of the Living Lafayette" exhibit with us in 2016, 
celebrating life returning and inviting continued involvement. 

− More than half the Lafayette now meets state bacteria 
criteria for harvest of oysters, meeting our "fishable" goal for 
all practical reaches of the river and its creeks and  

It’s free, it’s fun, and it really helps! 
www.elizabethriver.org 
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Advertise in  

The Suburban 
600+ monthly single copy 

distribution plus color  
version on the web 

TARGETED. ECONOMICAL. 
EFFECTIVE. 

Contact  
suburbanacres@gmail.com 
for rates and availability.  

Free admission at Botanical Garden 
Norfolk Botanical Garden (NBG) will offer a two-
week free admission for the first time in the Garden's 
history to area families, as the Garden welcomes 
2015,"A year of renewal." It's a year of NEW 
beginnings, a NEW President/CEO & Board 
Leadership, and a NEW vision & strategic plan for 
the Garden's future. Free Admission to Norfolk 
Botanical Garden starting Jan. 2, 2015 through Jan. 
19, 2015. Visit our Gift Shop - most items in our Gift 
Shop are 50% off as we prepare for a spring Grand 
Opening! Hope to see you in the Garden soon. Visit 
www.norfolkbotanicalgarden.org for more 
information. 

-Norfolk Botanical Garden 
FY 2016 city budget conversations 
scheduled in January and February 
Over the past three years the city has held 
Community Conversations to gather feedback and 
suggestions from the community. The process has 
resulted in improved operations and the gathering of 
suggestions for spending priorities. We need your 

input again. 
City Manager’s Community 
Conversations on the Budget for 
FY 2016 have been scheduled for 
Thursday January 29th, 6-8 pm, 
3rd Police Precinct, 901 Asbury 
Avenue and on Thursday 
February 5, 6-8 pm, Huntersville 
Community Center, 860 Goff 
Street. 

-Norfolk Division of  
Communications 

Flora on 
Winter  
Sabbatical 
Flora, the Subur-
ban Acres Mer-

maid, has flown the coop for the cold months for 
her traditional winter hiatus. She reportedly enjoyed 
all the creative yard work and landscaping this year 
in the neighborhood, and plans to return in the 
Spring to once again bestow Suburban Acres Yard 
of the Month honors on a monthly basis.  You can 
see photos and enjoy the 2014 winners on our web 
site at:  

www.suburban23505.com. 
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We need your involvement 
in the Suburban Acres  

Civic League.  The larger 
our membership, the loud-
er our voice will be heard!  

Please join today!   

        

Online Registration for Norfolk Department of 
Recreation, Parks, and Open Spaces 
recreation classes is now available! Vis-
it www.Norfolk.gov/Play, click the online 
registration tab, log in, and start shopping.  For 
questions or assistance call 441-2400. 
The Norfolk Animal Care and Adoption Center 
accepts donations of pet food, toys, and supplies 
for its ‘care closet’ to assist families at risk of 
having to surrender a pet.  The center is located at 
5585 Sabre Road, Norfolk.  Call 441-5505 or visit 
www.norfolk.gov/nacc.  
Mayor Paul D. Fraim and the Norfolk City Council 
invite you to join Mrs. Jane Batten and the Slover 
Library Foundation for the Grand Opening of the 
Slover Memorial Main Branch Library and First 
Official Book Checkout on Friday, January 9, 
2015 at 10 am, 235 East Plume Street.  Light 
refreshments provided.  The celebration continues 
January 10 and 11 with festivities and fun 
activities for everyone.  More information at 
www.sloverlibrary.com. 
Rental Workshop Saturday, January 10, 2015, 
10:30 am- 12:30 pm, Mary D. Pretlow Anchor 
Library, 111 W. Ocean View Avenue. For  
Renters, Housing Advocates, Care Givers, Code 
Inspectors, General Public , Property Managers. 
Presenters are Halima Arias, Norfolk Impact Call 
Center and Christopher Galloway, Legal Aid 
Society of Eastern Virginia.  For more information 
contact Denise Wilson at 664-6782 or email 
Denise.Wilson@norfolk.gov. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

If you're not currently receiving  
 updates via email from SACL send us a brief 
email to let us know you'd like to be added to 

our distribution list!  Birthdays?  Anniver-
saries?  Lost & found?   Let us know! 

AnnouncementsAnnouncements   
Send your Send your   

announcement to: announcement to:   
suburbanacres@gmail.comsuburbanacres@gmail.com  

Find all the words related to a “Happy 
New Year” hidden in the grid. The remain-

ing letters spell the name of a popular 
place to celebrate New Year’s Eve. Words 

may be hidden in any direction. 
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    Calendar Notes... 
Street Sweeping 
Friday January 2 & 
February 6 
 
Recycling Pick 
Up (Blue Bins)      
January 3, 15, & 
29; Feb. 13 & 27 

 

JAN 8 Greater Wards Corner 
Taskforce bi-monthly meeting 
8:30 am, Norfolk Fitness & Well-
ness Center, 7300 Newport Ave. 
JAN 8 Norfolk Federation of 
Civic Leagues, 7 pm, Lake 
Wright Hospital cafeteria, 1309 
Kempsville Rd. 
JAN 12 Suburban Acres Civic 
League Meeting…doors open 
at 6 pm, meeting at 6:30, Subur-
ban Park Elementary. 
JAN 20 Wards Corner Busi-
ness Association Meeting, 
8:30 am (doors open at 8), Farm 
Fresh, 230 E. Little Creek Rd. 
upstairs. 
 
NORFOLK PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
DATES TO REMEMBER: 
JAN 5 Resume classes from 
Winter Break 

JAN. 9 Elementary progress 
reports, middle & high school 
interim evals set home 

JAN. 19 –Schools closed 
JAN. 29-30—Techer record & 
training days, no school. 

FEB. 16 –Schools closed 

Neighborhood Neighborhood   
CalendarCalendar  


