
Did you know you live in a watershed?  (And 
you thought you live in the Suburban Acres 
neighborhood!)  “Watershed” is a term 
scientists use to define the area of land that 
drains into a particular body of water.  Every 
yard and street in our neighborhood drains 
into the North Branch of the Lafayette River.  
The drainage areas you can see include the 
“ditch” that runs behind Kroger’s and up to 
Virginian Drive; the freshwater stream that 
runs along Parkdale Drive and the Archer’s 
Green apartments; and the tidal creek that 
runs through Granby Park to Norfolk Christian 
School.  What you can’t see are the 
stormwater drains that run under our streets 
and enter these waterways.  If you had a very 
tiny boat (or were a fish), you could travel 
from Kroger’s out the Lafayette to the 
Chesapeake Bay and then to the Atlantic 
Ocean.   
But the 
Lafayette River 
is not a very 
clean river, 
which isn’t good 
for us and isn’t 
good for the 
critters that live 
in it.  There are 
too many 
bacteria in the 
river, making it 
unsafe for us to 
swim or eat shellfish.  Too many nutrients 
(nitrogen and phosphorus) enter the river 
from stormwater runoff when it rains, causing 
algae blooms that use up the oxygen in the 
water and can lead to fish kills. 
Wherever you live, our entire neighborhood is 
closely tied to the Lafayette River, which has 
come to be called Norfolk’s “home river.”  
Here are some things you can do to help the 
efforts to clean it up. 
Put nothing but rain down the storm 
drains.  Anything that goes into the streets 
and storm drains – leaves, grass clippings, oil 
– will end up in the Lafayette.  If you see a 
sewer overflow (bubbling water) in a street or 
a yard, call the City Department of Utilities’ 
emergency number at 823-1000.   

Scoop the Poop!  Pet wastes are a leading 
source of bacterial contamination of the 
Lafayette River.  Pick up after your dogs 
when you walk them, and train your pets to 
use one specific area of your yard so that you 
can clean up easily and toss it in the trash. 
Kick the fertilizer habit.  Have your soil 
tested through the Norfolk office of the 
Virginia Tech Cooperative Extension Service 
(757-683-2816) to determine the health of 
your soil before applying fertilizer.  Use 
compost as the preferred way to improve the 
soil, and let grass clippings stay on the grass.  
If you do fertilize, fertilize fescue grass only in 
the fall, and zoyzia/St. Augustine lawns in the 
summer.  Follow manufacturers’ instructions 
for application rates, and don’t fertilize if rain 
is in the forecast. 

Don’t feed the geese and ducks.  
If we don’t feed them, they will 
move elsewhere to look for food.  If 
you live on the water, you can 
string fishing line like a fence along 
the waterfront to deter waterfowl 
from entering your yard.  Better yet, 
let a buffer of native vegetation 
grow up along the shoreline to keep 
the waterfowl away. 
Become a River Star Home.  Join 
your neighbors and show your 
support for cleaning up the 
Lafayette River by displaying the 
blue River Star Home flag.  Call the 

Elizabeth River Project at 757-399-7487 or 
visit their website at www.elizabethriver.org to 
join the “home team.”  River Star Homes are 
eligible for a free consultation on the organic 
way to maintain your yard, and can receive 
grant funding for an organic “lawn makeover” 
whether or not you live on the water. 
Participate in group efforts to clean up 
litter.  The Suburban Acres Great American 
Clean-Up will be on April 27.  After doing 
your part at our neighborhood clean-up, have 
fun at RiverFest along the Lafayette River in 
Colonial Place.  See information elsewhere in 
The Suburban on these events. 

Karen can be reached by e-mail  
at KarenLMayne@aol.com  or by phone at 

587-1287 
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