
What’s in a name?  The Suburban Acres, Suburban 
Park, and Chelsea subdivisions, which comprise our 
civic league, were some of Norfolk’s first suburban 
neighborhoods as the City expanded during and 
after World War II.   The names “acres” and “park” in 
these names attest to the developers’ marketing of 
large lots in a lovely suburban setting.  Trees were 
planted on lots that had been farmland, and now, 
over fifty years later, our civic league is blessed with 
some of the largest trees and prettiest yards in the 
City. 
However, many of these trees are being removed by 
property owners.  Tree removal is done for a variety 
of reasons, but it seems many people became 
scared of their trees after Hurricane Isabel blew over 
so many in 2003. While it is true that many trees 
came down during that hurricane, the majority were 
street trees that had poor root structure due to the 
surrounding asphalt and concrete, and had never 
been pruned properly.  Most healthy trees can stand 
up to high winds, and in fact serve as an effective 
wind screen to deflect winds up and over houses. 
Urban trees provide many benefits in addition to 
being good wind screens.  Trees are the “green 
lungs” of our city, helping to clean the air.  Trees and 
shrubs reduce heating and cooling requirements by 
shading homes in the summer and deflecting cold 
winds in winter – cutting energy costs by up to 50 
percent.  Trees also reduce storm water runoff and 
flooding by absorbing up to 30 percent of rain 
through their leaves and another 30 percent through 
their root systems.  Landscaping, particularly with 
trees, can increase property values by 20 percent.  
Trees provide all these public services for free, while 
also providing homes and food for birds and other 
wildlife.  In short, our neighborhoods are better 
because of the trees! 
Every now and then, a tree can become a “problem.”  
But unless a tree is unhealthy, removing it should be 
the last option.  A qualified tree arborist can provide 
recommendations on pruning and other actions to 
keep a tree healthy.  Topping – cutting out the top – 
should never be done as this actually harms a tree.  
Some folks remove trees because herons have 
taken up nesting.  Usually, removing just the limbs 
with the nests (after nesting season is over) is 
sufficient to get the herons to move elsewhere next 
year.    

If raking leaves is your problem, then creating a bed 
of azaleas or other shrubs and flowers around the 
trees is a good place for the leaves to fall and will 
also reduce lawn mowing. 
When all options fail and it is necessary to remove a 
tree, think about replacing it elsewhere on your prop-
erty or in our city.  The City of Norfolk initiated the 
Celebrate Trees project to increase tree coverage in 
the city from 33 to 40 percent.  
To reach that goal, we will need more trees planted 
on both public and private property.  Prime tree 
planting time in our area is mid October to the end of 
March when the weather is cooler.  The website 
www.CelebrateTrees.norfolk.gov (or the City’s Envi-
ronmental Programs office at 664-4242) provides 
information on which trees do well in Norfolk, how to 
plant them, and links to more information and ad-
vice.  Through this website, you can also request 
that the City plant a “public” tree along the street or 
median where you live. 
If you can’t replace a tree on your property, or if you 
are interested in helping increase the number of 
trees elsewhere in Norfolk, consider donating to the 
City’s Living Legacy Groves (see the above web-
site).  This program plants groves of trees in public 
parks or open space around the city.  Donating to 
the Living Legacy Groves is a wonderful way to hon-
or a special event like the birth of a child or to honor 
a loved one or pet. 

Karen can be reached by e-mail at 
 KarenLMayne@aol.com or by phone at 587-1287 

December 2010 
Celebrate Trees 

By Karen Mayne 


