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I  am often amazed, and usually grateful, for 
the way the different aspects of our lives 
occasionally enrich other parts.  Some of us 

work hard to keep work separate from home, 
politics separate from church, work at this 
association or lodge separated from the other 
community group.   
A prime example is the topic of this, my first 
president’s letter.  With the civic league 
evaluating all the proposed improvements at 
Wards Corner and the City Council Superward 
6 election on May 1, thoughts about (and ideas 
for) our influence on city government are never 
far away. 
Most of you know I work for the Navy’s fire 
department. Regular citizens would likely be 
surprised at the volume of state and 
federal regulations and  standards that 
guide the provision of fire and 
emergency medical services. I belong to 
several work-related professional 
associations, one of which has an 
annual meeting in Washington D.C. 
where we attempt to influence legislators 
and their staffs to support our legislative 
priorities.  After a full day of educating 
and (hopefully!) influencing legislators on 
March 22nd our group was fortunate to 
be addressed by Rep. Peter Roskam of 
Illinois, who serves on the House Ways 
and Means Committee. 
One of the congressman’s comments 
really struck me:  In praising our activism 
and involvement in the legislative 
process he said, “We get the 
government we deserve.”  This is kind of 
important so let me repeat it: we get the 
government we deserve. 
We have a LOT going on right now in 
Norfolk…redevelopment, transportation 
issues including the plan for tolls at the 
Midtown and Downtown tunnels, a 
remake of Waterside, the schools, the 
budget…it goes on. 
Rep. Roskam pointed out that the 
founding fathers maintained two 
significant assumptions as they crafted 
the U.S. Constitution and our 
representative form of government.  The 
first assumption is that the people  

know what is going on; and the second is that 
the people will assert their will. 
I know my neighbors largely know what is going 
on; I know this from conversations with them in 
the neighborhood, talking to them at meetings—
even reading this newsletter.   
May 1st is our chance to assert our will.  There 
are no statewide or federal contests to make the 
May 1st election exciting (the Superward 6 
election will be the only contest on the ballot at 
Suburban Park).  But it is OUR superward.  I 
hope to see you at the polls on May 1st.  After 
all, we get the government we deserve. 
 
 

Newsletter of the Suburban Acres Civic League 

APRIL MEETING 

Monday Apr. 9 
Doors open at 6 pm 
Meeting at 6:30 pm  
Norfolk Collegiate 

Upper School-Suburban Pkwy. 

 Meeting Program: 
Candidate Forum  

John Amiral 
Marcus Calabrese 

Jesse Scaccia 
Barclay Winn 

Door Prizes! 
50 / 50 Raffle! 

Volume 9, Issue 4 April 1, 2012 

The Suburban 
Meet the City Council Superward 6 Candidates Issue 

See Pages 4-5 to meet the candidates, and VOTE on May 1 

A large American flag hangs between two aerial ladders 
at Fire Station 9 on March 24th in memory of Firefighter 
Jonathan Myers, 54, who passed away on March 19th.   

-Photo by Tim Fox 

Kevin 
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  Suburban Acres Civic LeagueSuburban Acres Civic League  
    Meeting Minutes for March 12, 2012Meeting Minutes for March 12, 2012  

Meeting called to order by Kevin Janney, Acting President at 6:40pm.  Quorum was established 
with 33 members in attendance and 4 guests. 
Pledge of Allegiance 
April Meeting Minutes Approved. 
Pace Report—Officer Odel Davis 
Neighborhood did well this month, with one non-resident burglary (shed or building), one window 
broken in vacant home and one vehicle window broken.   Officer Davis stated that with the nicer 
weather and everyone out working in their yards, be sure to lock your sheds and garages.  He 
also spoke about the Wards Corner area and that the club “Visions” will not reopen.  Traffic will 
begin to change as the redevelopment plan starts to take place.   
Neighborhood Watch—Larry Tice 
Larry expressed concern over the door to door sales happening.  There are several young folks 
selling magazine subscriptions which didn’t seem or feel right.  You do not have to open your door 
to these folks. 
Presentation—Fleta Jackson from Norfolk Storm Water and Erin Jackson from River Star Homes.  
Discussion points included: Importance of street sweeping in keeping debris out of storm drain 
system; keep leaves and clipping out of the storm drains.  Please pick up and do not put in the 
streets; If you see clogged street drains please call the city; Use of rain barrels.  $175.00 to buy 
rain barrels and by being a member of River Star homes you get a 50% discount.; Don’t feed the 
geese.  They are not supposed to be here this time of the year.  They stay because they are being 
fed.  Let them migrate; Use organic fertilizers; Free yard evaluations for the best options of topsoil, 
compost etc.  $150 grants towards the right materials; Buffer Program – you can receive $360.00 
towards plants and trees to create a buffer on the water.  This will discourage geese from coming 
on your property. 
Committee Reports—  

EARNN: 50 points earned (River Star Home,  Norfolk Storm Water, Recycle Bins and 
Adopt-A-Spot points).  Great American Clean-Up event April 28th at Archers Green 0830.  
Need to find another location for adopt-a-spot.  Were looking at the Fire Station on Thole 
Street to do some landscaping and possibility to receive earn points and $$$ 
“Neighborhood by Choice” for landscaping material and plants. 
Membership:  Jodee Cook continues to walk the neighborhood for new members. 
Fourteen 2012 memberships paid and one new member added.  
Meetings and Events:  Lori Cloud (Vice President) spoke about the April Civic League 
meeting wihich will feature the candidates for the May 1 Norfolk City Council Superward 
6 election.  

Treasurer’s Report—Marsha Lockard.   
$2278.23, plus $ 150.00 (member dues and 50/50), less $ 478.00 (expenses for 2 months). 
$1951.23 balance on hand 
Old Business—  
Tim Fox appointed Kevin Janney as Acting President in April.  Nominations were taken for new 
President and Kevin was elected as our new Civic League President. 
Kevin explained that based on last month’s member feedback to Chris Perry, developer of the 
planned Suburban Park Shopping Center (Southeast corner of Wards Corner) and the board of 
directors input he will be sending a letter to the Norfolk Planning Commission in support of the 
project listing concerns regarding the façade and landscaping, and desire to place utilities under-
ground. 
New Business— 
July Parade will be Wednesday 4th of July.  We are looking for members to volunteer to help with 
the logistics, set up, break down etc. 
Announcements—  
“Men Who Cook”  Tickets are $40 in advance and $50 at the door.  Event is on 21 April 2012 at 
the Masonic Temple 6pm-9pm.  There will be a band, dancing and an auction. 
Next SACL General Meeting will be held at Norfolk Collegiate (Upper School), Suburban Parkway 
& Granby Street on April 9, 2012 (Superward 6 Candidate Forum). 
50/50 Raffle:  Raised $22.00 (Book, Taco Bell gift certificate given out) 
Meeting Adjourned  at 8:03 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Diane Ruhl, Secretary 

Suburban Acres  
Civic League 
Officers 
 

Kevin Janney, Acting President 
587-1616 
saclpresident@gmail.com 
 

Lori Cloud, Vice President    
583-0250 
saclvicepresident@gmail.com  
 

Diane Ruhl, Secretary 
531-9121 
saclsecretary@gmail.com 
 

Marsha Lockard, Treasurer 
559-1157 
sacltreasurer@gmail.com 

Board of Directors 
 

Jeb Clarke  626-0076 
 

Kevin Janney 587-1616 
 

JoDee Cook 587-7918 
 

Larry Tice 480-3194 

Newsletter/Communications 
Kevin Janney 
jkjanney@verizon.net 
587-1616 

Newsletter Advertising 
 
suburbanacres@gmail.com  

Newsletter Distribution 
Mary Verykoukis  
587-1221 

PACE Officer 
Officer Odell Davis 
odell.davis@norfolk.gov 
823-4433   390-0417 

Police (Non Emergency)  
441-5610 
 

Code Enforcement   
664-6532 
 

Norfolk Cares   
664-6510 

Neighborhood Watch 
Coordinator  
Larry Tice 
ltice2@cox.net 480-3194 

Visit our website at 
www.suburban23505.com 

EARNN (Environmental Awards 
for Recycling in Norfolk Neigh-
borhoods) Coordinator 
JoDee Cook 
587-7918 

Military Family Coordinator 
Susan Thornes 
suzyqqqq@cox.net 
333-7776 
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within the City of Norfolk. State and city incentives encourage 
property owners to revitalize and rehabilitate their investments. 
The new look is expected to take six months to complete. 
“This is a dream come true. Wards Corner is back. Today’s 
announcement is the result of a lot of hard work from the 
property owner and the citizens. I wanted to thank them all for 
their efforts,” says City Councilman Barclay Winn.  
“I am thrilled property owner Midtown Development Corp. 
embraced this opportunity. With a new grocery store and retail 
just across the street, revitalizing the shopping center will 
breathe new life and vibrancy into this historic area,” says City 
Councilman Andy Protogyrou. 

-Norfolk Div. of Communications & WardsCornerNow.com 

  Civic League and   Community  NewsCivic League and   Community  News  

    www.suburban23505.comwww.suburban23505.com    

Midtown Shopping Center to get facelift 
The former “Times Square of the South” is getting a facelift. 
Mayor Paul D. Fraim, City Councilmembers, along with the 
property owner revealed the plans for the new Midtown 
Shopping Center look in Wards Corner on Friday March 16th. 
Acting Department of Development Director Chuck Rigney 
announced Joan Dalis’ plans to spend more than 1 million 
dollars on a new facade and a redone parking lot, to include 
new lighting. 
“The crossroad of Granby Street and Little Creek Road at 
Wards Corner is vital to our city’s economy. It connects our 
military bases, universities and medical centers. We are united 
in our commitment to build a city of the future, a city we are 
proud to call our home and a city where Wards Corner has its 
rightful place,” says Mayor Paul D. Fraim. 
The Wards Corner area is one of several Enterprise Zones  

Architect’s rendering of planned façade upgrade to Midtown 
Shopping Center (provided by Norfolk Planning Department) 
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Four candidates are vying for the Superward 6 council seat in 
the May 1 citywide election, including incumbent Barclay Winn.  
Elections for Superwards 6 and 7 are the only races on the 
ballot this year. Norfolk has five wards, and two superwards.  In 
addition to Suburban Acres, the Southeast and Southwest 
quadrants of Wards Corner, and Talbot Park Superward 6 
covers much of the city’s West side, downtown, Norfolk Naval 
Station, Ocean View and Bayview, and the East Little Creek  

Road corridor including the Azalea Gardens/Tarrallton 
area. 
As we did with the 2010 mayoral race, The Suburban asked 
each of the four candidates to respond to a questionnaire that 
asked them their thoughts and goals concerning some current 
issues...we asked each of them the same four questions.  Here 
are their responses, and some information on each candidate.   

-The Suburban 

1. Tell our neighborhood a little about yourself. 
Having lived overseas in both Japan and Saudi Arabia as a child 
was the best way to ensure that I grew up open-minded. In the 
3rd grade I found a book about Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. while 
in the library. This led to me becoming aware of Mahatma 
Gandhi and Nelson Mandela and created a very serious 
commitment to the communities I find myself in. This passion is 
what has guided my decisions for years. I quite often found 
myself around those who did not share this commitment. This 
commitment has led to me being rejected, mocked, and 
dismissed quite often. This commitment has also led me to sit 
on Boards of Directors for the last 5 years representing families 
facing issues such housing, hunger, homelessness, and small 
businesses. I would not trade this commitment for anything in 
the world. 

2. Let’s say YOU get to set the city council agenda for a 
year.  What would be your top three areas of focus? 

Education:  I am proud to be the only candidate in this race who 
has worked and volunteered in Norfolk classrooms. I will visit at 
least one school a month and sit with teachers to hear the 
changes that they want made. I will work tirelessly to provide 
teachers with the pay raises they deserve. If City Council can 
find funds for their donors’ projects (i.e. Tivest), we can find the 
funds to help our teachers and improve our schools. 
Economy:  Norfolk Small Businesses have shared too many 
testimonials with me about the complications they face from 
Norfolk's government. Norfolk Superward 6 is home to our 
region’s most powerful economic engines. These include; 
Hampton Roads Chamber of Commerce, Ghent Business 
Association, Ocean View Business Association, Entrepreneurs 
Organization of Southeastern VA, Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce, Hampton Roads Business OutReach and our 5 
great colleges.  
Norfolk needs each of these organizations to have a voice at the 
table. Visit my website to see how. 
These business organizations were not included in discussions 
about the demolition of Waterside, the corporate franchises 

 Continued...See “Calabrese”, page 6  

1. Tell our neighborhood a little about yourself. 
I was born in former Soviet Union. Living under communist 
oppression as a child gives me distinct perspective on the 
importance of having a transparent government accountable to 
the people. I immigrated to the United States when I was a 
teenager and after the attacks on September 11, I enlisted to 
serve in United States Navy to defend this great nation. I came 
to Norfolk due to my Service in the Military, but it was love for 
this City that caused me to stay. After leaving the active duty 
Service in the Navy, in 2009, I started a small business based in 
Norfolk focused on increasing Virginia's exports to Eastern 
Europe. Governor Bob McDonnell appointed me to the Board of 
the Virginia Council on Human Rights, where I focus on 
protecting innocent people from oppressive practices. My wife 
and I have a 3-year old son, who will soon be enrolling in 
elementary school. As a businessman, father and community 
leader, I believe I have the skills and experience to lead the 
charge for a transparent local government focused on creating 
jobs and strengthening our economy. 
2. Let’s say YOU get to set the city council agenda for a 

year.  What would be your top three areas of focus? 
My top priority will be fixing our broken school system. There is 
no excuse for half of our high schools failing to meet 
State Accreditation Standards; our schools are failing students, 
parents, teachers and the community at large. The single 
greatest investment we can make is in our children's education. 
Our school system can only be fixed by strong, results-oriented 
leadership by the school board and superintendent, a 
transparent decision making process and community 
involvement with the school system.  
Secondly, I will work to make Norfolk open for business. One of 
the burdens to start-up businesses is the Business Professional 
Occupancy License (BPOL), which taxes companies based on 
the gross revenues rather than their profits. I propose that for 
the first two years a business is in operation that these fees be 
waived. We should also reexamine our overreaching regulatory 
policies, and reduce government involvement in business 
operations, letting the Free-Market economy to function based  

Continued...See “Amiral”, page 6  

Four Candidates vie for Norfolk City Council Superward 6 seat in May 1 Election 

The Candidate: 
MARCUS CALABRESE 
 

Lives in: 
OCEAN VIEW 
 

Profession: 
SMALL BUSINESS &  
PUBLIC RELATIONS  
CONSULTANT 
 

For campaign information: 
www.marcus2012norfolk.com 

The Candidate: 
JOHN AMIRAL 
 

Lives in: 
EAST OCEAN VIEW 
 

Profession: 
OWNER, AMIRAL’S  
CONSULTING, TAX  
SERVICE & LINGUISTICS 
ASSISTANCE 
 

For campaign information: 
www.johnamiral.com 
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1. Tell our neighborhood a little about yourself. 
First of all, thank you to Kevin and the Suburban Acres Civic 
League for taking the time to ask these questions and print 
them in the newsletter. There are very few problems facing 
society--here in Norfolk and around the country--that I don't 
believe can be solved by greater civic engagement and 
collaboration of resources. I applaud your efforts to engage with 
the democratic process in earnest and to foster positive citizen-
to-government dialog.  
About me: My background is as an educator—I’ve taught in 
public schools in New York City and Oceanside, California, and 
I spent 10 months volunteering at a home for young men in 
Cape Town, South Africa. I have three master’s degrees, 
produced a documentary series for BET, and have had a few 
stories published in The New York Times.  
I’ve lived in a lot of beautiful places but I decided to call Norfolk 
home because it has everything: water, urban environment, 
livable neighborhoods, amazing arts and restaurants… along 
with a ton of potential for growth. My day job is editor of the 
magazine AltDaily.com, which reaches some 50,000 individual 
readers a month. 
2. Let’s say YOU get to set the city council agenda for a 

year.  What would be your top three areas of focus? 
1. Schools. My one campaign promise is that I’m going to push 
the schools to the top of the city’s agenda, and I’m going to help 
find them the most resources—both in budget money and 
community energy—possible.  
2. Encouraging small businesses development, and better 
supporting and celebrating the ones we have.  
3. Your mission statement hits #3 on the head: “develop and 
enable a civic-minded culture that influences responsible 
community participation, providing example and inspiration to 
our youth.” This means open government, giving the citizens a 
greater voice (and actually listening), and giving people more 
opportunities to play in the city, with better parks, bike-ability, 
public art, and fun. 
3.  To the outside observer, were it not for investigative 
reporting by the Virginian Pilot, residents would likely not 
have had the opportunity to see the various Waterside 
redevelopment plans before council made a decision.  
What will you do to increase transparency and openness at 
city hall? 
Government transparency is huge for me. In my role as editor of 
AltDaily I advocated for the Waterside proposals to be made 
public. I also pushed for more open government by filming the 
city council’s informal sessions and airing them on AltDaily, 
which led directly to them deciding to film and air the meetings 
on their own. 

 Continued...See “Scaccia”, page 7  

Meet the Candidates for Superward 6 

1. Tell our neighborhood a little about yourself. 
Barclay Childers Winn was born in Norfolk, Virginia, on 
November 12, 1947.  He graduated from Norfolk Academy in 
1965 and received his B.S. degree in Landscape Horticulture in 
1970 from North Carolina State University.  Married to Norfolk 
native Janet Hollowell Winn, Barclay is the father of five 
children.  Barclay and Janet reside in the West Ghent 
neighborhood of Norfolk, and are members of First Presbyterian 
Church of Norfolk. 
Barclay is an astute businessman, serving as Chief Executive 
Officer and co-owner of Winn Nursery of Virginia, Inc.  This 
family-owned business has thrived Norfolk for almost 130 years 
(since 1885), where he works side by side with Co-Owner and 
cousin, Carter Winn, as well as his cousin Jimmy Winn and his 
sons Clay and Wendall Winn.  The company was located on 
Granby Street from 1924 to 1996 at the current Tabernacle 
Church site, and is currently located in the Berkley section of 
Norfolk. 
Barclay has spent most of his adult life giving back to his 
community.  Civic involvement  has always played a key role in 
Barclay’s life, as reflected in the many civic and business 
organizations to which he devotes a great deal of time. 
2. Let’s say YOU get to set the city council agenda for a 

year.  What would be your top three areas of focus? 
PUBLIC EDUCATION -  I have always said that no city is any 
greater than its public school system.  In order for our students 
to be able to compete in the job market as well as for us to be 
able to attract investment in our city by the private sector, we 
MUST be able to provide the students in our schools with a 
world class education.  It is crucial that we take steps to return 
Norfolk Public Schools to the level it enjoyed when awarded the 
Broad Prize just a few years ago. 
I believe that a focus on increasing parental involvement through 
our schools’ PTAs would be a good first step in achieving that 
goal.  I also feel that  eliciting and encouraging partners in 
education from the city’s businesses and the armed services to 
provide mentoring would be invaluable.  The visibility of  parents 
and partners in our schools  is vital. 
FLOODING -  With the rising tide combined with the fact that 
Norfolk is slowly sinking, we must engage our state and federal 
governments to work with us in attacking the serious flooding 
issues that plague our city.  The City of Norfolk has completed a 
study and will be including funds in this year’s budget to begin 
mitigation in some areas of the city, and we have already had 
discussions with representatives at the sate and federal levels to 
enlist their support in solving this major problem that affects the 
entire Hampton Roads region. 
MORE EFFECTIVE CODE ENFORCEMENT - We must take  

Continued...See “Winn”, page 7  

The Candidate: 
JESSEE SCACCIA 
 

Lives in: 
FREEMASON 
 

Profession: 
EDITOR, PUBLISHER 
 

For campaign information: 
www.jesse4council.com  

The Candidate: 
BARCLAY C. WINN 
(Incumbent) 
 

Lives in: 
WEST GUENT 
 

Profession: 
CO-OWNER, WINN 
NURSERY 
 

For campaign information: 
www.barclaywinn.com 

Election is May 1, 2012 
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Amiral (continued from page 
on the principles of Supply and Demand. I believe these would 
help more businesses succeed, create jobs and benefit our local 
economy as a whole. 
My third priority will be improving the quality of life for our senior 
citizens by expanding the Senior Tax Relief program to waive 
property taxes for all citizens over the age of 65. Every year, 
senior citizens face higher costs of living and higher assess-
ments on their property, while their benefits remain stagnant. 
City government must do its part to help relieve the burden and 
financial stress on senior citizens.  
3.  To the outside observer, were it not for investigative 
reporting by the Virginian Pilot, residents would likely not 
have had the opportunity to see the various Waterside 
redevelopment plans before council made a decision.  What 
will you do to increase transparency and openness at city 
hall? 
I have called for a complete audit of the entire City Government. 
Every agency, every department and every contract over a 
million dollars must be audited. If a suspended employee could 
still be on payroll for over a decade--netting over $300,000--it is 
clear there is a systematic problem that will only be fixed if it is 
brought to light. 

Every process and appointment by City Council must be as 
transparent as possible with details, plans, resumes, and public 
comments available online at least two weeks before any 
decision is to be made. Whenever and wherever possible, public 
input must be made available into the City's decision making 
process. 

City Council Members and their families must be banned 
from receiving City contracts--directly or indirectly. 

4.  Do you think an elected school board would affect, 
either positively or negatively, the quality and accountabil-
ity of school board members? 
Our first priority must me making the appointment process to the 
Norfolk School Board as transparent as possible. I support an 
elected school board so long as the districts do not coincide with 
the City Council districts; otherwise, the City Council members 
would essentially appoint the School Board members for their 
districts. I believe the school system must be directly 
accountable to the parents, teachers and community at large, 
not politicians. 

Calabrese (continued from page 
moved into Ghent known for its local charm, nor Wards Corner. I 
would like to cancel any further discussions about money being 
spent on City Council's best friend projects and work on tax 
incentives for businesses.  
Public Safety:  Norfolk has 5 colleges and no campus safety 
plan. ODU asked City Council for a joint police precinct in 
conjunction with Norfolk Police back in 2009. Mayor Paul Fraim 
and Councilman Barclay Winn said this was a great idea. 
However it has never happened. A few weeks ago my campaign 
team and I walked a civic league president home because it was 
dark. She pointed out the street lights that  needed repair. She is 
aware of the reality that the city CAN fix these lights if they 
choose. However like another civic league president, she was 
told it was not in the budget and it would shine lights on other 
homeowners’ windows.  
I motion we buy them curtains and buy some light bulbs. 
3.  To the outside observer, were it not for investigative 
reporting by the Virginian Pilot, residents would likely not 
have had the opportunity to see the various Waterside 
redevelopment plans before council made a decision.  What 
will you do to increase transparency and openness at city 
hall? 
I am in public relations. I help my clients communicate their 
message to their audience. In this case, my client would be the 
residents of Norfolk with the audience being City Council. As 
you can see in my campaign message I have no problem being 
a voice against the nonsensical. Whether its a City Councilman 
who apologizes for a city contract he subcontracted but 
somehow has never given it back, or a city that is willing to 
spend $200 million on a conference center when we do not have 
a school superintendent, a police chief, schools that need repair 
and no business assistance for Wards Corner businesses I am 
always happy to be a voice for the overlooked. 

4.  Do you think an elected school board would affect, either 
positively or negatively, the quality and accountability of 
school board members? 
I am the only candidate in the race endorsed by elected school 
board members. Teachers deserve a school board that will fight 
for their issues. Students deserve a school board that will fight 
for better materials and higher quality of education. Voters 
deserve a choice and it would be a privilege to cast a vote to put 
this issue on the ballot. 

MEET THE CANDIDATES FOR NORFOLK’S SUPERWARD 6 Continued  
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Have story or feature idea? Would you like to be a 
regular or occasional contributor to The Suburban?   

Contact the editor at: jkjanney@verizon.net   

  Civic League and   Community  NewsCivic League and   Community  News  

    www.suburban23505.comwww.suburban23505.com    

Traffic Safety Note 
Please use caution when driving along Subur-
ban Parkway near Granby Street.  Norfolk Col-
legiate School has received permission from 
the City of Norfolk for parking to be temporarily 
allowed along both sides of the street while 
construction of the Arts Center continues.   

Winn (continued from page 
steps to make whatever investments are necessary to insure 
that the quality of life in Norfolk’s neighborhoods is not 
negatively impacted by unaddressed code violations.  I am 
hopeful that the recent implementation of the Norfolk AIR 
(Address Information Resource) computer linked system will be 
an effective and efficient means to better tracking code 
violations and the outcomes of those complaints. 
3.  To the outside observer, were it not for investigative 
reporting by the Virginian Pilot, residents would likely not 
have had the opportunity to see the various Waterside 
redevelopment plans before council made a decision.  What 
will you do to increase transparency and openness at city 
hall? 
To clarify the opening statement in the question posed, it was 
ALWAYS Norfolk City Council’s intention to include the public in 
the Waterside redevelopment plans.  Never for a moment did we 
consider making a decision without the opportunity for public 
input.  I support 100% transparency and open government.  
Having said that, the exceptions would be when Council has 
personnel issues to discuss as well as delicate property/real 
estate issues, which can be very sensitive at times. 
And no, this was not the case with the pending Chick-Fil-A 
issue.  This matter was brought to the full Council in open 
session and was even televised.  It was only after the fact that a 
local real estate developer heard about the deal, hoping that 
Council would go back on its word to Chick-Fil-A.  And mind 
you, the land sat vacant for more than ten years.  The City of 
Norfolk did not seek out Chick-Fil-A, rather they approached the 
city.   
4.  Do you think an elected school board would affect, either 
positively or negatively, the quality and accountability of 
school board members? 
I am open-minded about an elected school board vs. an 
appointed board; however, I am concerned that highly qualified 
citizens  might not be willing to subject themselves to the 
grueling election process. It is important to keep in mind that an 
elected school board would not have the ability to raise funds 
through a dedicated portion of our taxes, as the Commonwealth 
of Virginia does not allow them to do so. 

Scaccia (continued from page 
Look, in the Internet age, all it takes to have a supremely open 
government is making the decision that having an open 
government is an essential value the city holds dear. All it takes 
is the will and a champion in the leadership. I hope to be that 
leader for Norfolk.  
4.  Do you think an elected school board would affect, 
either positively or negatively, the quality and accountabil-
ity of school board members? 
Right now the school board members are only held accountable 
to the people who hand-picked them--the city council members. 
Stretching that accountability to their neighbors and the parents 
of Norfolk would be a positive.  
It's impossible to say if the quality will improve for sure, but I 
believe in the collective intelligence and wisdom of the people, 
and democracy—electing our leaders—is a natural facilitator of 
that greatest good rising to the surface.  

MEET THE CANDIDATES FOR NORFOLK’S SUPERWARD 6 Continued  
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  Civic League and Community NewsCivic League and Community News  
    For more news and events visit our website at For more news and events visit our website at www.suburban23505.comwww.suburban23505.com  

Suburban Park needs volunteers 
The Norfolk Public Schools system has started a drive to recruit 
volunteers to help schools with everything from tutoring to finan-
cial donations.  The A+ Community Partners Program, powered 
by the Norfolk Education Foundation, cultivates, nurtures and 
sustains partnerships between NPS schools and the community 
– individuals, civic groups, and businesses.  The program pro-
vides tailor-made opportunities to volunteer, donate, support or 
engage in a partnership. 
Suburban Park Elementary lists the following needs: small group 
instruction (tutors) in reading, writing, and math; Mentors/
academic support for African-American male students; Support 
helping students with special needs; and help updating the 
school’s physical environment. 

-The  Suburban 

Norfolk CrimeView statistics  Suburban Acres, March 1-30, 2012 

Neighborhood Watch Update 
By Larry Tice 
Nice weather finds many of us working in 
the yard.  There have been numerous 
cases where a thief will slip into an un-
locked door while the home owner is mow-
ing in an area of the yard that does not 
afford a view of the unlocked door.  The 
thief will target small items such as cash 
and jewelry and leave quickly.  Some vic-
tims do not even know that they have 
been burglarized until they look for an item and can't find it.  Be 
sure to lock all of your doors while working in the yard. Also 
remember to close and lock your garage door during the day 
even while you are home.    

-Larry can be reached at  ltice2@cox.net or 480-3194 
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Change a Light Bulb.  Replace one incandescent light bulb 
with a compact fluorescent bulb (CFL) to save energy and 
reduce the amount of pollutants generated by power plants. 
Can the Grease.  Don’t pour grease or greasy food wastes 
down the drain.  Grease is a major contributor to sewer clogs in 
our city.  Pour grease into a can and refrigerate it before putting 
it in the trash.  Wipe off frying pans and greasy plates with a 
paper towel before washing. 
Don’t Flush Medicines.  The chemicals in our medicines 
cannot be removed at the sewage treatment plant and end up in 
waterways where they adversely affect aquatic life and humans.  
Find out if your pharmacy will take back unused medicines.  Or, 

throw your medicine bottles in the 
trash after crossing out your personal 
information and adding used coffee 
grounds or other material to make 
the pills unusable. 
Reduce Plastic Bags.  Plastic bags 
are made out of petroleum and do 
not decompose.  Switch to reusable 
cloth bags. 
Become a River Star Home.  Join 
your neighbors and show your 
support for cleaning up the Elizabeth 
and Lafayette Rivers by displaying 
the River Star Home flag.  Call the 
Elizabeth River Project at 757-399-
7487 or visit their website at 
www.elizabethriver.org for 
information on joining the “home 
team.” 

Karen can be reached by e-mail  
at KarenLMayne@aol.com  or by phone at 587-1287 
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GREEN 
By Karen Mayne 
April 2012—Rabies and Animal Bites 
Are you old enough to remember the first Earth Day on April 22, 
1970?  If not, then you are young enough to know that now the 
entire month of April is designated as Earth 
Month.  You don’t need to try to save the 
entire planet, though.  There are lots of 
things we can all do at home to help keep 
the Earth clean and green.  If each of us 
takes little steps during Earth Month – and 
every month of the year – we will truly have 
a greener planet! 
Nothing but rain down the storm drain.  
All storm drains in Norfolk empty into local 
waterways.  So any leaves and grass 
clippings that get swept into the street or oil 
that is poured into the drains will end up in 
our rivers.  If you see a sewer overflow in 
the street or a yard, call the City 
Department of Utilities’ emergency number 
at 823-1000.   
Scoop the Poop!  Pet wastes are a 
leading source of bacterial contamination 
of the Lafayette River.  Pick up after your 
dogs when you walk them, and train your pets to use one 
specific area of your yard so that you can clean up easily and 
toss it in the trash. 
Kick the fertilizer habit.  Have your soil tested through the 
Norfolk office of the Virginia Tech Cooperative Extension 
Service (683-2816) to determine the health of your soil before 
applying fertilizer.  Use compost as the preferred way to improve 
the soil, and let grass clippings stay on the grass.  If you do 
fertilize, fertilize fescue grass in the fall and zoyzia/St. Augustine 
lawns in the summer.  Follow manufacturer’s instructions for 
watering in, and don’t fertilize if heavy rain is in the forecast. 
Don’t feed the geese and ducks.  If we don’t feed them, they 
will move elsewhere to look for food.  If you live on the water, 
you can string fishing line like a fence along the waterfront to 
deter waterfowl from entering your yard.  Better yet, let a buffer 
of native vegetation grow up along the shoreline to keep the 
waterfowl away. 
Save Water.  Fix dripping and leaky faucets and toilets.  
Outdoors, install a rain barrel on your gutters to make use of 
free rainwater. 
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If you're not 
currently receiving 
updates via email 

from SACL send us 
a brief email to let us know 

you'd like to be added to our 
distribution list!  Birthdays?  

Anniversaries?  Lost & 
found?   Let us know! 

2012 Norfolk Senior Olympics 
May 7-10, for ages 50 & better, 
JEB Little Creek and other 
venues in Norfolk.  Bowling, 
Golf, Bridge, Tennis, Swimming, 
other competitions. 441-1767 or 
dmills@nrha.us for more info or 
to register.  Brochure on Norfolk 
Recreation Parks & Open 
Spaces Web site at 
www.norfolk.gov/rpos/.  
Call for entries… 
SeniorArtFest ’12 “A Celebra-
tion of Art and Life”.  Exhibit is 
June 4-7; entry deadline is 
Friday May 18th. Art intake May 
21-25. South Hampton Roads 
artists aged 50+ are invited to 
participate in this spectacular 
annual exhibit featuring a variety 
of medium. Primeplus Norfolk 
Senior Center, for info call  
625-5857 or email  
crandolph@primeplus.org.  
Primeplus Norfolk Senior 
Center offers a variety of 
wellness, arts and crafts, and 
education classes as well as 
games and special events.  Call 
625-5857 or visit 
www.primeplus.org for more 
information.  
April is Pothole Repair Month  
call the Dept. of Public Works at 
823-4050 or email 
PWORKS@norfolk.gov to report 
a pothole any time. 

Fleet Park Little League plays at 
new fields 
When more than 900 youngsters played 
baseball and softball at the Azalea/Fleet 
Park Little League Complex on Saturday, 
March 24, it was the culmination of a 
sprint to renovate what was an aging 
facility into a modern home for Little 
League. 
City Manager Marcus D. Jones met with 

AnnouncementsAnnouncements   
Send your Send your   

announcement to: announcement to:   
suburbanacres@gmail.comsuburbanacres@gmail.com  

Azalea and Fleet Park Leagues last 
summer and facilitated the agreement to 
share a facility. The meeting came after 
the Navy, citing safety concerns, 
requested Fleet Park leave the fields they 
played on for more than 50 years. The 
City committed $170,000 for renovations 
and work began in December. 
Ghosts of the old Fleet Park are hidden in 
the renovations. Clay for the infields, 
fencing, lighting and scoreboards were  

removed from the park and installed at 
Azalea with a massive volunteer effort 
supplemented by the City to move the 
items.  
Volunteers from both leagues worked 
weekends this month to remove weeds, 
prepare fields, remove debris and shovel 
gravel. Several local companies donated 
heavy equipment and labor for free to install 
light poles and lights. 

-Norfolk Division of Communications 
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We need your involvement 
in the Suburban Acres Civ-
ic League.  The larger our 
membership, the louder 
our voice will be heard!  

Please join today!   

Great American 
Cleanup Sat. April 28 
8:30-10 am. Meet at 

corner of Kirby Crescent 
& Suburban Parkway 

(Archer’s Green), 
supplies and refreshments provided. Join your neighbors! 

Spring Native Plant Sale-South Hampton Roads Chapter, 
Virginia Native Plant Society spring natives sale, Sat. April 7, 10 
am to 4 pm at the Francis Land House, 3131 Virginia Beach 
Blvd. in Virginia Beach, and at the Norfolk Botanical Gardens on 
Sat.-Sun. May 11 and 12, 10 am to 5 pm both days.  April 7th 
sale free admission; regular Botanical Garden admission on 
May 11 and 12.  For info contact Steve Stasulis at 486-5485. 
Norfolk’s Hermitage Museum & Gardens hosts its annual 
Spring Heirloom Plant Sale featuring heirlooms, wetland, and 
native plants on April 20th from 10 am to 3 pm and April 21st 
from 9 am to 2 pm, 7637 North Shore Road in Norfolk.  Yolima 
Carr, 423-2052 ext. 202 or ycarr@thehermitagemuseum.org.  

Are you a HELPER? 
 

Help needed managing / coordinating this 
year’s fabulous  

July 4th Parade  
Please contact Jodee Cook at 587-7918 
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    Calendar Notes... 
Street Sweeping 
Friday Apr. 6 & 
May 4 
 
 

Recycling Pick 
Up (Blue Bins)      
April 12 & 26; May 
10 & 24 

 
 

April 9 Suburban Acres Civic 
League Meeting...Superward 6 
Candidate Forum, doors open at 
6 pm, meeting at 6:30, Norfolk 
Collegiate School (Suburban 
Pkwy. & Granby St.) 
April 12 Greater Wards Corner 
Task Force, 8:30 am, Norfolk 
Fitness & Wellness Center 
April 12 Norfolk Federation of 
Civic Leagues, 7 pm, Lake Tay-
lor Hospital cafeteria, 1309 
Kempsville Rd. 
April 21 3rd Annual MEN WHO 
COOK premier amateur chef 
competition/benefit for Prime 
Plus Norfolk Senior Center, 

Neighborhood Neighborhood   
CalendarCalendar  

May 1 Citywide Elections (Superward 6 and 
Superward 7).  Polls open 6 am to 7 pm. 
Curbside voting available for those 65 and 
over and the disabled. 

Note: Prior to Tuesday City Council Informal 
and Formal Sessions, council committees 
meet from 3-5 pm. 

6-9 pm, Masonic Temple, Granby St. Call 
625-5857 for info/ tickets. 
April 28 Riverfest, 10 am-4 pm, 600 block 
Mayflower Rd., Colonial Place (see pg. 10) 
April 28 Great American Cleanup.  SAC-
L’s part of this nationwide event is 8:30-10 
am.  Meet corner of Kirby Cres. & Suburban 
Pkwy.  Supplies & refreshments provided. 


