
H ello, sweethearts (in my best Bogart 
voice), let’s get down to business.   
Membership renewal is upon us.  What 

do you get out of a membership – what’s in it for 
me, you ask?  That’s answered in different ways 
for different folks, so I’ll present a few facts. 
The SACL spent $4000 last year providing a 
vast amount of information and enjoyment 
opportunities for our community.  Most of the 
operational cost went to: 
1. publishing The Suburban – the most 
informative and enjoyable community newsletter 
around – distributed to your door and published 
in color on our own web page 
2. hosting neighborhood social events (i.e. 
America’s best neighborhood 4th of July Parade, 
Summertime Ice Cream Social, & Autumn 
Harvest Celebration) 
3. making a generous Thanksgiving donation 
to families in need 
4. providing delectable refreshments at our 
monthly meetings 
Providing about 20% of the SACL revenue, 
membership dues ($5 per individual / $10 per 
family) can’t cover the expenses listed above.  
We are fortunate to have some fantastic 
advertisers and a very functional EARNN 
program that augment our finances and help 
keep the SACL a fun and effective community 
organization.     
This isn’t about money, though.  Very simply 
put, this is about people who live pretty close to 
one another…sharing a neighborhood and  
pulling together to make the best community-
living experience possible.  There are so many, 
as my good friend Steve Collins puts it,  
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At a January 27th Norfolk Planning Commission 
public hearing, non-profit ForKids withdrew their 
application for a special exception to the zoning 
to open a used merchandise store at Wards 
Corner. Thayler McCormick, CEO of ForKids, 
said that there was too much community opposi-
tion and her organization did not want to jeop-
ardize their relations with the community. Sever-
al prominent Greater Wards Corner Civic 
Leagues sent letters of opposition to granting of 
the special exception to the zoning. All the let-
ters had high praise for the good work that ForK-
ids does in helping homeless families, but ad-
dressed the project as a land use issue.  The 
zoning would not have flowed with ForKids, but  
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Non-profit withdraws zoning exception request for Wards Corner thrift store 
By Kevin Janney  

  SUBURBAN 
“intangible” benefits in supporting your  
community civic league.  At the core, the civic 
league is about developing and maintaining 
relationships that will support this enhanced 
community living, and that’s what drives the 
SACL.  I can’t imagine there is a single person 
in this community who doesn’t support this idea. 

If you haven’t participated in the SACL or if you 
have been pulled away over the years, I 
strongly encourage you to visit our web page 
and review the annual report (click on 12/21/10 
on the calendar at the bottom right to find it 
easily).  I think you’ll be impressed by the 
information and activity facilitated through the 
SACL.  If you’re regularly enjoying this 
publication, you’re probably well aware the 
SACL’s involvement.  Know that we want YOU, 
neighbor, to be a part of this.   

So, will you?  Will you be “mine”? 

Happy Valentines Day, sweetheart (Bogart 
voice again)! 

   Timothy M. Fox 

Special Valentine’s 
Door Prize at 
the February 
7th Meeting 

would have flowed with the land, thus giving the 
shopping center owner the right to run a thrift 
store at the old Sports Zone address, even if 
ForKids for some reason abandoned the site. 
Language for a three-year sunset clause in the 
special exception draft ordinance was added by 
planning staff on Wednesday, which was too 
late for consideration by area civic leagues. 
ForKids CEO Thaler McCormick appeared at 
the January SACL meeting to describe plans 
for the store and answer questions. McCormic 
described an operation that would be run by the 
charity (not a third party) in the property former-
ly occupied by the Sports Zone. 
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    Suburban Acres Civic LeagueSuburban Acres Civic League  
    Meeting Minutes for January 10, 2011Meeting Minutes for January 10, 2011  
Meeting called to order at 6:30 p.m. at Suburban Park School.  Attendance – 33 adult members 
and guests (quorum established). 
Pledge of Allegiance 
President Tim Fox welcomed visitors, and introduced the new civic league officers and executive 
board, whose one year term begins this month.  Tim also presented the league’s updated mission 
statement, approved by the board in late December: 

The SACL will facilitate opportunities for neighbors to 1.) build relationships, 2. Keep 
aware and engaged in matters impacting the community, 3.) enhance community 
preparedness and security, and 4.) develop a culture in which the community youth learn 
by example and participation to be active and effective citizens.  

Minutes from the December meeting as published in the newsletter were approved unanimously. 
PACE Officer Comments—Officer Davis 
Officer Davis commended the league on helping keep the community safe.  He reminded at-
tendees not to leave valuables visible in your car.  Officer Davis said that he would be increasing 
outreach to ministers and other non-profit group leaders with crime prevention flyers.  Flyers will 
also be placed in all move-in welcome packages new residents of Suburban Arch receive when 
they move in. There have been three recent burglaries: 1.) Granby Park where thieves broke a 
window and approximately $5400 worth of items were taken, 2.) Kenmore where a door was 
broken down, and 3.) Kirby Crescent where a burglar alarm activated and the thieves left with only 
a laptop computer.  Officer Davis reports that he has his patrol officers “field interviewing” people 
walking in the neighborhood who do not look like they belong, and encouraged residents to call 
police when suspicious persons are observed.  Two robberies have occurred at Wards Corner 
area banks in the past month, SunTrust and BB&T.  At the BB&T robbery a man was robbed in 
the parking lot after cashing a check for a large amount of money. 
Neighborhood Watch—Ray Henson 
Ray is the new neighborhood watch coordinator and reports he will be attending a citywide 
coordinators meeting soon, and will also soon be getting in touch with watch captains to verify 
continued interest in serving. 
Guest Speaker—Thayler McCormick, executive director of ForKids 
ForKids, a Norfolk non-profit organization, is seeking to open a thrift store in Wards Corner.  Ms. 
McCormick presented the organization’s plans and is seeking residents’ approval.  (See related 
article page __).  Ms. McCormick and ForKids board member Ed Kimple also received questions 
and comments from the audience. 
Committee Reports 
Meetings and Events - As vice president, JoDee will continue coordinating meetings and events 
for 2011.  She thanked all the “muggers” (neighbors who brought their own coffee mugs to the 
meeting).  “Mugging” is a new effort to be greener and save on disposable cups by encouraging 
attendees to bring their own, reusable cup or mug to civic league meetings.  Jodee encouraged 
members to let her know any interests or suggestions you might have for guest speakers.  She 
thanked Jenny Henson for taking care of refreshments tonight (including homemade donut holes) 
and for volunteering to take care of February’s meeting as well as coffee service for meetings in 
2011.  Next month’s meeting guest speakers will be staff from Norfolk’s Prime Plus senior organi-
zation, and March will be an EARNN meeting with a sustainable living theme and speaker.  
Confirmed events for 2011 will be the annual Independence Day Parade, second annual Ice 
Cream Social in August, and third annual Harvest Festival in October. 
Communications-Kevin Janney has agreed to chair this committee, and produce 12 more 
editions of the newsletter.  The newsletter distribution and advertising coordinators (Mary 
Verykoukis and Charles Wasserman) also serve.  Tim is working with another member who may 
begin helping with the web site, and establish a league Facebook page.  
Membership – Tim reports that he is looking for a volunteer to chair this important committee, and 
that the league needs more folks for a louder voice. 
Community Liaison Committee – Tim reports this group will continue to cover and represent the 
league with neighborhood watch and meetings of the Norfolk Federation of Civic Leagues, 
Mayor’s Wards Corner Task Force, and Wards Corner Now. 
Treasurer’s Report – New treasurer Deidra Rader and 2010 treasurer Lester Cavagnaro have 
not completed turnover of the books; a report will be provided next month. 
EARNN (Environmental Awards for Recycling in Norfolk Neighborhoods) – Katrina Butler 
An “Adopt-a-Spot” cleanup along Those Street will be on Friday January 14th at 12:30 pm.  This is  

Minutes Continued on Page 3 
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Exception request withdrawn Continued from Page 1 
charity (not a third party) in the property formerly occupied by 
the Sports Zone. 
President Tim Fox sent a letter to the planning commission and 
Councilwoman Theresa Whibley stating the civic league’s dis-
approval of the zoning exception requested.  Though Fox said 
overall feedback on the issue was minimal, a majority of re-
spondents disapproved of the location of a thrift store at Wards 
Corner, particularly out of fear that the exception would create a 
precedent for other used-goods stores to locate in the area.  
According to Fox, “The feeling is common that a thrift store and 
others of the like will not attract the business that is needed to 
accomplish the long term goal of the Greater Wards Corner 
Comprehensive Plan, for which so many are hopeful.” 

Some information for this article  
courtesy of Wards Corner Now 

January 2011 Minutes, Continued: 
the first joint “Adopt-a-Spot” venture by Norfolk Christian High School and the civic league.  Volunteers are needed to assist. Kat will 
be on site to get it started at 12:30 but must return to work; Diane ___ will cover wrapping up the event.   The Great American Clean-
up will occur in the Spring.  The March meeting (sustainable living theme) is a potential for EARNN points, but at least 30 members 
need to attend for the league to be awarded points. 
Old Business 
A resident on the railroad side of Virginian Ave. has asked for the leagues assistance with getting VDOT to install sound barriers be-
tween the neighborhood and the VDOT/TME Highway Maintenance facility on ___ Road  due to light and noises from 24 hour opera-
tions there. Communications about this are ongoing between the resident and VDOT, being facilitated by Tim. 
New Business 
Tim reported that the executive board voted in December to continue the current dues amount for 2011 ($10 family, $5 individual).  
The proposed 2011 budget will be presented at the February meeting. 
Announcements / For the Good of the Order 
The 2011 meeting schedule is on the web site; all meetings will continue to be held monthly on the second Monday except for Febru-
ary; February’s meeting will be on the first Monday to avoid conflict with Valentine’s Day. 
Flora is taking several months off to escape to warmer weather.  Yard-of-the-Month will resume in March. 
Elyse Kalfus presented information on the Norfolk Federation of Civic Leagues activities and encouraged interested residents to at-
tend.  The Federation is in the process of revising their bylaws, and has provided a proposed legislative agenda to Norfolk state legis-
lators.  The Federation meets the second Thursday of each month at 6 pm at the Lake Taylor Hospital cafeteria.  Elyse also an-
nounced that Optimist Club Lottery Calendars are available for sale for $20. 
The next SACL meeting will be Feb. 7th back at Suburban Park Elementary. 
Meeting was adjourned at 7:58 pm. 
    Respectfully submitted, 
    Kevin Janney 
Note: New 2011 Secretary Dee Adams was not in attendance due to a family death.  Please keep Dee and her family in your thoughts 
and prayers. 

Ways to provide financial support to  
Suburban Park Elementary 

− Shop at Farm Fresh and turn in the bottom of your re-
ceipts. 

− Shop at Kroger & link your store card to Suburban Park. 
− Shop at Food Lion & link your store card to Suburban Park. 
− Save Box Tops (www.BoxTops4Education.com) 
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Residential energy efficiency workshops offered 
As a component of its Green Vision Initiatives the City of Norfolk 
is introducing a series of residential efficiency workshops to pro-
vide residents with practical and economic ways to improve the 
energy efficiency of their homes. The workshop gives cost-
saving ideas any homeowner or renter can implement right 
away, as well as larger, more involved improvements. 
Simply put, energy efficiency is not only good for the environ-
ment, it saves money, protects the health of your family, and 
increases the comfort of your home. Oftentimes there are easy, 
low-cost ways to make your home more energy efficient, but you 
may not know how or where to start the process. 
Learn about assessing your energy fitness, making small chang-
es that can have a large impact on your energy bill, finding your 
home’s largest energy consumers, and low-cost and no-cost 
energy-saving solutions. Workshops will be held: 
     -Feb. 7th, 6:30-9 pm at Mary D. Pretlow Branch Library  
     -March 14th, 6:30-9, Norfolk Fitness and Wellness Center 
The workshops are free and open to the public, but reservations 
are recommended. For more information call 664-6770 or online 
at www.norfolk.gov/communityenrichment. 

-Keep Norfolk Beautiful/City of Norfolk  

Click on the FREE Flu Shots link.  Completed forms should be 
returned to the school nurse.  Blank forms are also available in 
the school nurse’s office.  If Norfolk students have yet to be vac-
cinated, parents and legal guardians are reminded that it is not 
too late.  For further information, please call the Norfolk Depart-
ment of Public Health at 757-683-2801. 

-Norfolk Division of Communications 

Flu shots available in schools in February 
The Norfolk Department of Public Health has seen an increase 
in the incidence of influenza-like illness (ILI) amongst Norfolk 
Public Schools students.  The Virginia Department of Health 
(VDH) reports that flu activity is widespread, acknowledging an 
outbreak of influenza and ILI cases.  Recent VDH laboratory 
tests confirm the presence of influenza in at least half the re-
gions of the state.  In an effort to protect Norfolk students, the 
Norfolk DPH will be offering FREE Flu Shots, beginning 
Wednesday, February 2, in all Norfolk Public Schools.  Parents 
and legal guardians are encouraged to register their children by 
completing consent forms found online at www.nps.k12.va.us.    

Norfolk CrimeView statistics  Suburban Acres, January 1-29, 2011 
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Editor’s Note: This is the third and final part of our series on the 
oral history of Suburban Acres described at the November 8th, 
2010 Suburban Acres Civic League Meeting. The first two parts of 
the history is available in the online edition of our newsletter, The 
Suburban - Part 1 (December 2010 edition) and Part 2 (January 
2011 edition) at www.suburban23505.com. Many thanks to Karen 
Mayne for assistance with transcription 
The early days of Suburban Acres were a transition from farm 
land located between a bustling downtown and busy post-war 
U.S. Navy operations base.  As nearby Wards Corner changed 
from a muddy crossroads to a retail destination in the late 1940’s 
and early 1950’s, some of the first streets and lots in Suburban 
Acres were platted as the development project of former Suffolk 
grocer J. C. Councill.   
In 1948, one year after construction began on Wards Corner’s 
Midtown Shopping Center, the first subdivided lots were sold in 
Suburban Acres. 
Four of the neighborhood’s “plankowners” agreed to describe their 
memories of the early days of the neighborhood at the November 
8, 2010 civic league meeting.  August “Bud” Raber, Clyde Odom, 
Marvin Cheek, and Daniel “Dan” Bigelli informed and delighted the 
audience with their history of the neighborhood.  Here are there 
words, picking up with Clyde Odom where we left off last month: 
Clyde Odom: So there are three duplexes on one lot that was 
zoned for a duplex.  So the Civic League went to City Council 
three times in two years to tell them they were destroying 
Suburban Acres.  You know, I don’t have much to say but I got a 
big mouth.  So anyway, I got up and told City Council what they 
were doing.  Randy Wright was on Council at that time; he had 
just lost.  And when I got through he said, “I agree with Clyde, 
we’re not going to make any more flag lots.”  But they had already 
messed up a lot of places, but they stopped it.  But then they 
delayed that for 30 days.  And on our street [Kirby Crescent] there 
was one next door to me that made a flag lot after he got it 
delayed for 30 days.  Now, you know it would have been a shame 
for that to keep on and to completely destroy the neighborhood, 
because it is a blessed neighborhood.   
And we moved here in 1965 because our children, our two boys, 
went to Norfolk Christian.  And we’d ride around through here 
every Sunday afternoon and very seldom you saw a house here 
for sale, very seldom.  And once in a while there would be one for 
sale and we couldn’t afford to buy it.  So, what was her name?  
Opal Black, Betty Marshall’s aunt, lived in this house that we have 
now.  She lost two husbands there.  And I didn’t know if I wanted 
move in or not. (Laughter.)  So anyway, we came over and  
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talked to her.  She had 
married a third time and 
was living in Portsmouth.   
So we went in and 
looked at it and, oh man.  
She had it rented and 
they must have had a 
dog or something and 
the floor was all spotted 
up.  They had the living 
room and dining room 
painted so dark blue it 
was almost black.  And 
she stood there and 
cried.  Anyway, I said, 
“Well, what’s the price?”  
And she said $17,500.  
On the way home, my 
wife and I talked about it 
and prayed about it and 
we said that’s the only 
one we seen we can 
afford to buy.  So we 
went back.  We lived out 
in Lakeview Park out in 
Virginia Beach.  We had a brick house built out there on an acre 
lot.  Cost me $15,000.  We lived there six years, and I sold it for 
$18,500 and I thought I’d made a killing.  And then we bought 
this one for $17,500 and I got the tax bill the other day.  They got 
it assessed for $199,000 now – $100,000 for the lot and $99,000 
something for the house.  But it’s just been a blessed neighbor-
hood.  We never regretted moving here.  We moved out of a 
three bedroom, brick house in Virginia Beach with an attached 
garage and a bath and a half, and moved into a two bedroom 
and we never regretted it.   
We told our children, said, up at school some of those kids lived 
way out in the county, you know.  If they went home and had a 
game that night, they had to get back.  And we never knew who 
they were going to bring home and that was ok.  Sometimes 
they would bring one, two, or three and I’d cook hamburgers and 
hotdogs.  But it was a real blessing – it was a blessing.  And we 
really enjoyed it.  And Robert Smyers – he was in the same 
grade [as my son].  He’s 58 now. He was there one night and  

Continued...See “plank owners” Page 8 

Clyde Odom describing early days 
of Suburban Acres at the Nov. 8 
SACL meeting 

PART 3: Pillars of Suburban Acres describe early days of neighborhood at November 8th meeting 
By Kevin Janney 
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SACL “slow EARNNers” in January 
There was NO change in the EARNN point total in January; 
SACL stands at 41 points earned so far in the EARNN year 
(points are accumulated from July 2010 through June 2011). 
The civic league must  earn 100 points to maximize our award 
and earn $750 for the civic league. 
The joint Thole Street Cleanup with Norfolk Christian High 
School on January 14th was a bust with no one able to show up 
on a Friday afternoon, so we missed out on some points. 
A civic league Thole Street Cleanup is planned for March 5th 
from 9 to 11 am.  As with the last SACL Thole Street cleanup, 
please meet in front of the Tinee Giant store to sign in and pick 
up supplies. 
There will be a presentation by our friends from Keep Norfolk 
Beautiful at the March Civic League meeting...this will be an 
EARNN meeting (SACL receives EARNN points if 30 or more 
residents attend the meeting), so grab a neighbor and come get 
information on how to live a more sustainable and environmen-
tally friendly lifestyle.   
Norfolk’s participation in this year’s Great American Cleanup is 
tentatively scheduled for April 2nd. 

 -Katrina can be contacted at dixiekat@mac.com 

Hmm...wonder what tasty snacks Jen is making for 
refreshments at this month’s civic league meeting… 

Wait a minute...I’m forgetting something… 
Let’s see, it’s after the first of the year… Oh yeah! 

Dues are Due 
Please bring your check or cash for 2011 civic 
league dues to the February meeting.  $5 indi-
vidual, $10 family. 

 

Men Who Cook: Tidewater Edition 
Saturday April 2 

6:00—9:00 pm 
Norfolk Masonic Temple 

7001 Granby St. 
2-man teams cook-women judge 

the results! 
   Tickets $40 in advance, $45 at 
the door. Value packs available. 
For more information or to pur-

chase tickets, please contact Kay 
Carey at kcarey@primeplus.org or 

(757) 625-5857. 

Environmental 
Awards for 

Recycling in 

Norfolk’s 

Neighborhoods 

EARNNEARNN......  

EARNN  
Update  

by Katrina “Kat”  
Butler 

PrimePlus Norfolk Senior Center: dedicated to enhancing the quality 
of life for those over 50+ and involved with their intellectual, physical, 

emotional, and social well-being. 
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By Karen Mayne 
Sea level is rising big time in Hampton Roads!  In Old Dominion 
University’s annual State of the Region report, economist and 
former ODU president James Koch indicates that sea level rise 
is one of our region’s biggest issues of the 21st century.  
Hampton Roads is second only to New Orleans in our 
vulnerability to rising seas. 
The sea has come and gone from 
“Tidewater” Virginia over the 
millennia as the ice ages came 
and went.  Sea level moved 
inland as far as Richmond and far 
out on the Atlantic’s continental 
shelf.  We are currently in an inter
-glacial period, with sea level 
rising around the world as the 
glaciers and polar ice caps melt.  
But Hampton Roads is also 
sinking.  This land subsidence is 
caused by a long ago asteroid 
that hit the area and which is still 
causing the ground to “settle” into 
the buried impact crater.  The 
combination of sea level rise and 
land subsidence is like a one-two 
punch to our area.  Sea level in 
Hampton Roads has “risen” over 
a foot in the past century and is 
predicted to “rise” another two to 
three feet by the end of the 21st 
century (the change is actually a combination of true sea level 
rise and land subsidence).  Remember the high water levels 
during Hurricane Isabel?  That is what the normal water level 
will be around here in the next century. 
It is unfortunate that sea level rise got caught up in the issue of 
global warming.  No matter what the cause 
of global warming, sea level rise is real, 
and we have lots of proof here in Norfolk.   
Residents of areas of Larchmont and 
Ghent routinely experience flooding during 
northeasters – something residents 50 
years ago did not.  The area of Llewellyn 
Avenue south of the Granby Street Bridge 
and the adjacent dog park are routinely 
flooded during northerly winds, as anyone 
who travels that road during high tides can 
attest.  In our own neighborhood, the 
culverts under Thole Street and Suburban 
Parkway can no longer drain during heavy 
rains and storm tides, causing water to 
back up into upstream creeks and back 
yards. 
The difference between the sea level rise 
of thousands of years ago and today is that 
now we have millions of people and billions 
of dollars worth of buildings, roads, ports, 
etc. in coastal areas.  Although we can’t 
stop the sea, we must adapt if we want to 
continue to live here. (Otherwise, we 
should start moving to Suffolk!)  And while 
none of us can tackle the issue individually,  

 

SS U B U R B A NU B U R B A N   AA C R EC R E SS  

GREEN 

together as a community we can decide how we want to adapt 
and how much we are willing to spend.   
Here’s what you can do: 
▪ Educate yourself about sea level rise.  Here are a few web-

sites to get you started: 
www.ChesapeakeAdaptation.org website of the National Geo-
graphic Society; you can learn about sea level rise and use an 
interactive map to see how water levels in the Little Creek and 
Lynnhaven River areas will change during storm events. 
www.WetlandsWatch.org is the website of the local Wetlands 
Watch organization, with lots of information on sea level rise 
in Hampton Roads and links to other websites. 
www.hrpdc.org Hampton Roads Planning District Commis-
sion, a regional planning agency for the local governments, 
the HRPDC website has presentations and studies on the 
effects of sea level rise, particularly on transportation and 
emergency preparedness. 

▪ Engage in discussions with neighbors and politicians.  By 
talking together, we can start a thoughtful process to figure 
out what to do.  Include your kids and grandkids in these 
discussions.  After all, they will be the ones who will actually 
experience the loss of land and the increased costs associ-
ated with sea level rise. 

▪ Ask politicians to make sea level rise a dominant issue in 
land use and budget planning.  Roads, bridges, storm sew-
ers, port facilities, and military bases are just some of the 
infrastructure that will have to change over time.  And as 
water levels rise, we will have to decide how or if to help 
property owners of flooded properties.  As taxpayers, will 
we pay to raise up private houses and buildings or will we 
leave it to individual property owners to do this on their 
own?  Or, will we “buy out” flooded areas and turn them into 
public open spaces and parks? 

The issue of sea level rise is monumental and will have pro-
found effects on our community’s social, cultural, and economic 
future.  There are no easy and no cheap answers.  But it is a 
topic we cannot escape. 

Karen can be reached by e-mail at  
KarenLMayne@aol.com or by phone at 587-1287 
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Plank owners (continued from Page 5) 
ate four hamburgers.  And I said, “Robert, do you want another?”  
He said, “Mr. Odom, I do but I’m ashamed to take it.”  (Laugher.)  
So he ate another one. 
But it’s just been a nice neighborhood.  And all of you younger 
people that are moving in, thank the Lord for you.  You’ve got a 
nice neighborhood and just do everything you can to keep it this 
way.  To keep it a blessed place to live.  And I am just so thankful 
that I could be here.  My cousin tried to get me in 1955, I think it 
was, to buy a lot on Virginian Avenue.  Right there where that 
brick house is with the carport.  I can’t remember – it’s in the 500 
block.  Somebody at the base had bought two lots there and paid 
$1000 for both of them.  And he bought one of them to build a 
house on and tried his best to get me to buy the other one for 
$750.  And I told him he was crazy; he’s going to buy down here 
on the railroad tracks – I thought he was nuts.  But I could have  
bought that lot where that house is ‘bout ’55-’56 for $750.  Thank 
you. 

Audience:  Can you tell us anything about when the first houses 
were built and who the developers were? 

Bigelli:  The first one was built there [on Suburban Arch] was – 
Roy Denton, on the corner of Suburban Arch and Thole Street –  
I think it’s 583 Thole Street.  That was the first house that was 
built over here.  And then right back about where Bud [Raber] 
lives, a guy by the name of Black built the second house in there, 
right Bud?  Yeah.  So that’s some of the first ones that were built 
down here. 

Odom:  I’m told that the one I live in was the third one built on 
Kirby Crescent.  The one next door to Janet [Turner] and the one 
back on the water, back there where it’s in the loop, I’ve been 
told they were the first two and mine was the third.  Mine was   

built in 1959.  And Ethel Barnes, I think right across the street 
where they are remodeling now, I think I’m told they were the 
fourth one to build there on Kirby Crescent. 
Audience:  If you go down to City Planning and City Hall, there’s 
an aerial photograph of Clyde’s house.  It’s the only house on 
that entire block.  You can tell it’s farmland because the only tree 
there is the oak tree that’s in my back yard.  It’s just mind bog-
gling to look at that thing and there is nothing there except that 
one house. 
Odom:  Tony [Chrystomou] said that when he built his house 
next door to Janet [Turner], that the street hadn’t even been cut 
all the way around there.  It just ended right there.  They eventu-
ally cut it all the way around. 
Odom:  We didn’t have city water and sewage when I moved 
over there in 1965.  They put city water and sewage on Kirby 
Crescent after I moved in.  We had a well.  The lady I bought the 
house from said it was 92 feet deep.  It was just like ice water 
when you took it out of there.  I think we were there about five 
years before they put water and sewage on Kirby Crescent. 
Bigelli:  Do you know the temperature of that water when you 
pulled it out?  52 degrees. 
Audience:  Husband:  We are sitting right where I used to own 
this lot, I think, but the city took it away from me to build this 
school.  And that’s when I bought the other lot over on Brickby.  I 
don’t know if this is the exact location, but the city took it – they 
paid me for it, but they took it.  Wife:  Eminent domain.  We paid 
$1100 for it and it had already been cleared at that point.  The 
city paid us to the penny exactly what we had paid for it.  But we 
were looking for other lots to buy out here and we ended up on 
Brickby. 
Odom:  Talking about lots, right here on Carl Street when you 
come over the school here and go up Carl right in the middle on 
the right side, that nice stone house that sits back a little bit.   A  
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it got right about where DePaul Hospital was, there was nothing 
out here but farmland.  And that street car would go clickity 
clack, clickity clack, clickity clack.  First thing you know, I’m up in 
Willoughby at the end.  The conductor would come by there.  He 
says, “Son, where do you want to get off?”  I said, “On Leicester 
Avenue.”  He says, “Come on up here with me. I’ll let you off on 
the way back.”  (Laughter.)  Every night.  That was when you 
dated girls, right? 
Odom:  I was born and raised in North Carolina.  My daddy was 
sick.  He died August 22, 1944.  We brought him up here and he 
died in DePaul Hospital on the 22nd of August.  They had just 
moved in there from downtown.  The parking lot was all farm-
land over there.  They had squash and cucumbers and every-
thing planted over there.  They hadn’t even finished the land-
scaping out front – they were still working on it.  They hadn’t 
been in there but a few weeks when he died in there the 22nd of 
August, 1944. 
Bigelli:  I don’t know how many of you know 327 the American 
Legion Post?  On Tidewater Drive.  Well, I joined it in 1949.  
That’s how long I have been a legionnaire – 63 years.  And, they 
moved from the church.  At one time Oakdale Farms was built to 
house naval officers in World War II.  So they were selling the 
houses for $1200 apiece.  Some of you know that, don’t you?  
She’s shaking her head.  So a lot of your friends bought them, 
but the church was built about the time that Oakdale Farms was 
built.  So the American Legion post used to meet in there and 
then they moved it to Tidewater Drive.  Had an old wooden 
building there.  And in back of that wooden building, he hit it 
right on the head, there was a whore house in the back of the 
building.  Sure was. 

Print and audio copies of this oral history are being  
placed in the  Norfolk Public Library’s Sargeant  

Memorial Room ’s local history collection.   

friend of mine, Mr. Talley, he’s dead now – he had a garden out 
here. They let everybody have gardens so they didn’t have to 
keep the grass cut.  He had a garden over here somewhere and 
a guy walked over and asked if he wanted to buy a lot.  He said, 
“Well I don’t know.”  He said,  “How much are they?”  He said 
$250.  So he said, “Well all I gots is a $5 bill in my pocket.”  And 
he said, “That’s good enough.”  He gave him the $5 bill and he 
signed the contract and paid $250 for it.  And Ms. Talley, they 
lived down on Blaire Avenue and raised a family there.  And he 
was probably about 65 then.  She didn’t want to leave because 
they raised a family there.  He wanted to build a house over here, 
[so he bought the lot] and he kept it till about five years before he 
died and sold it for $10,000.   
Bigelli:  Did you remember Hoyt Construction Company?  On 
Carl Street.  He built that big house over there from the used 
lumber from Broad Creek Village when they were tearing Broad 
Creek Village down.  That’s right.  (Odom:  That was good lum-
ber.)  I know that was good lumber but it was all used lumber.  
He built a great big house right on Carl Street.  (Odom:  but it’s 
still standing, isn’t it?)  Yeah, oh yeah.  Hoyt is a big outfit now.  
He built a bunch of churches around town. 
Audience:  What was it like as a new development area – how 
far was it to the grocery store or to a church or wherever it is that 
you guys hung out? 
Bigelli:  Well, the Talbot Park Baptist Church was there.  And 
then they built DePaul Hospital.  I have to tell you this.  I used to 
live on Leicester Avenue before I got married.  But I dated a girl 
in Brambleton.  At one time Brambleton was a beautiful neighbor-
hood, believe it or not.  Now it’s a little bit on the slum side.  But I 
used to take a bus from there to City Hall Avenue.  And, I get the 
street car right across from the Monticello Hotel.  The street cars 
used to pull right in there.  And I would go up Granby Street; the 
street car would go right up the middle of Granby Street.  When  
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If you're not currently 
receiving updates via 
email from Suburban 
Acres Civic League, 
send us a brief email 
to let us know you'd 

like to be added to our 
distribution list!  Birthdays?  Anniversaries?  Lost & found?   

Let us know! 
The Best Neighborhood 4th of July Parade in Norfolk needs 
planning committee members.  Please contact JoDee Cook if 
you would like to assist with planning and coordinating the 
annual SACL Independence Day Parade. 
Happy Birthday to You!  Andrea Fox (February 8th) and  Jody 
Welsh (February 15th). 
What diet? Girl Scout Cookies are still available.  Although 
the pre-order deadline has passed, your favorite variety may still 
be available from the Girl Scout Council of the Colonial Coast’s 
extra council stash.  If your normal Girl Scout missed you, call 
neighborhood scout C.J. at 559-1157 or email her Mom at 
marsha.lockard@gmail.com.    
Wards Corner Optimist Club February Dinner Meeting Tues. 
Feb. 22, 6 pm.  Special dinner meeting and special guest 
speaker: Dr. Richard Bentley, Superintendent of Norfolk Public 
Schools.  Learn about Optimism’s youth programs and charities 
and meet Dr. Bentley. Cagney’s, East Little Creek Road.   
Challenger Baseball for any child with a disability aged 4 
through high school, leagues forming now.  Children with 
disabilities can feel part of a team, make friends, and have fun.  
Parents, siblings, and grandparents are encouraged to join in.  
Contact  Gary Owens for information at 480-3304 (evenings) or  
NorfolkChallenger@cox.net . 
Suburban Acres Rocks Box Tops!  At the January meeting 
more than 20 Farm Fresh receipts, and more than 25 Box Tops 
and Labels for Education were turned in by neighbors.  
Suburban Park Elementary receives funding and support from 
businesses for educational programs and supplies based on 
these loyalty campaigns...please start saving them and bring to 
the next meeting. 
Valentines for Veterans...This year’s National Salute to 
Veteran Patients is Feb. 13-19.  Find all the information you 
need to deliver a valentine or get additional volunteer 
information at the VA’s Volunteer Service website, 
www.volunteer.va.gov.  
Tidewater Builder’s Association Scholarship applications for 
high school seniors are available from school guidance 
counselors at www.tbaonline.org (“scholarship” link). Deadline 
to apply is April 15th.  
Head, Hands, and Heart Tour...unique look into Norfolk 
Christian High School’s mission and ministry. Feb. 4 or 15, 8:45-
9:45 am.  Space is limited...RSVP to 423-5770.  255 Thole St. 

AnnouncementsAnnouncements  
Send your announcement to Send your announcement to   
suburbanacres@gmail.comsuburbanacres@gmail.com  
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We need your involvement 
in the Suburban Acres Civ-
ic League.  The larger our 
membership, the louder 
our voice will be heard!  

Please join today!   

Advertise in The Suburban 
Printed single-copy distribution of more than 500, and  

availability on our web site.   
Contact Charles Wasserman at  

claretuser@verizon.net or 588-5987 for rates and  
availability today. 

Chocolate Dipped Strawberries  
1 pint of perfectly ripened strawberries, stems and leaves in-
tact 
About 4 ounces of chocolate chips - dark, white, milk or even 

chocolate mint flavors 
Microwavable bowl and microwave 
Cookie sheet covered in wax paper 
Optional: Valentine sprinkles, small candies, contrasting color 

of melted chocolate, nuts, mint leaves 
 
Wash strawberries and pat dry, leaving stems & leaves intact. 
Strawberries should be completely dry before proceeding. 
Melt chocolate chips in a microwavable bowl, using the De-
frost setting (or 10% power). Heat for 90 seconds, then stir; 
repeat until just melted and can be stirred smoothly. 
(Chocolate goes from melted to burned very quickly).  
Hold a berry by the stem and leaves and dip it into the melted 
chocolate. Withdraw the strawberry and swirl it in a tight circle 
to spin off excess. If desired, shake sprinkles or small candies 
over the wet chocolate.  
Place the dipped strawberry on the wax paper and set aside to 
dry. A cool room temperature is preferable for drying. 
Repeat with the remainder of the strawberries, reheating choc-
olate for a short time, if necessary, to keep the coating con-
sistency. 
If possible, dip and serve the strawberries on the same day. 
Once dry, you can place each strawberry in a small paper 
candy cup. 
Once the strawberries are coated with chocolate, you can 
decorate them with Valentine sprinkles or, once the first layer 
of chocolate is dry, you can drizzle the strawberries with a 
contrasting chocolate color. 

-Dee Adams 
Dee says her 4 year-old loves this, it’s very “hands on” for him, 
and it’s a great family activity...and perfect for Valentine’s! 
   

FEBRUARY 
                  WWORDORD  SSEARCHEARCH  Suburban Favorites 

S T H O U F A R R O W G 

A C U P I D L R E K I L 

Y A G A M O S O N F F O 

U R E D N L E S W M C V 

H E A R T D C E B E A E 

W I N E K I R B Y E R P 

I U S E C M E E T T D S 

G H A P P Y T M A R A Y 

I C C O L D K I S S T O 

V A L E N T I N E A E U 

E R O M E O N E F N I R 

R L C H O C O L A T E S 

ARROW  CUPID   KISS  
BE MINE  DATE  LOVE  
CARD  FLOWERS  POEM  
CARE  HEART  RED  
CHOCOLATE HUG   ROMEO  
ROSE WINE  VALENTINE 
SECRET YOURS    



12       The Suburban 

 

    Calendar Notes... 
Street Sweeping 
Friday Feb. 4 & 
Mar. 4 
 
Recycling Pick 
Up (Blue Bins)      
Feb. 10 & 24; Mar. 
10 & 24. 
 

FEB 7 Suburban Acres Civic 
League meeting, doors open at 
6 pm, meeting at 6:30 pm, Sub-
urban Park Elementary  
FEB 10 Mayor’s Wards Corner 
Taskforce Norfolk Fitness & 
Wellness Center, 8:30 a.m. 
FEB 10 Norfolk Federation of 
Civic Leagues, Lake Taylor 
Hospital Cafeteria, 1309 
Kempsville Rd., 7 pm 
FEB 19 Wards Corner Now 
Norfolk Fitness & Wellness Cen-
ter, 8:30 a.m. 
MAR 5 SACL Thole Street 
Cleanup, 9-11 am.  Meet in 
front of Tinee Giant. 
MAR 11 Shamrockin’ in Ghent. 
16th annual greening of Ghent, 
6-10 pm, live music, benefits 
Hope House. Colley Ave. 
April 2 Men Who Cook-
Tidewater Edition.  Fundraiser 
for PrimePlus Norfolk Senior 
Center.  6-9 pm, Norfolk Mason-
ic Temple,  7001 Granby St.  
625-5857 for tickets/info. 
Note...No Norfolk City Council 
meetings on Feb. 22nd or March 
15th. 

Neighborhood Neighborhood 
CalendarCalendar  


