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Message from the President

T

he great snow event of 2010 was (for this
area) of a caliber to make a lasting
impression. It will probably be the snow
our children remember, by which they gauge
the next 20-years of snow -- likely all to pale in
comparison. My victims and I will remember its
perfect snowballs!
The flawless white blanket which laid across
the landscape seemed to produce a
rejuvenated
scene
for
the
neighborhood.
Fresh...New!
What a perfect
prefigurement of the New Year to come!
And in the evening, the streetlights reflected an
antique amber glow onto the sheet of ice
covering the road. With fresh snow remaining
on many lawns, and the trotting sound of
carriages traveling over the ice and through our
blanketed village, this scene was less "fresh
and new", rather it felt more classic…like an old
scene from Kinkade's traditional Christmas
paintings.
In Suburban Acres, we have elements from
both the fresh & new and the established &
traditional. What’s great is the harmony in
which they coexist in our community, each
benefiting from one another, and all of
us benefitting from having them both.
With arrival of the New Year is an occasion to
reflect on the past and to learn from the year
we’re leaving behind. It is an opportune time to
renew perspective; a time to push reset and to

leverage new opportunities. In 2011, let us look
for new opportunities and fresh approaches to
making the traditional American living with
classic Suburban Acres memories. Let’s our
leverage our history and the accomplishments
of our community with the energy of a new year
for even greater achievements in the future.
Happy New Year, neighbors, and best to you in
2011!

Timothy M. Fox
2011
Here’s to you, neighbors…
A New Year’s toast to love and laughter
And to happily ever aﬅer
We salute our iends afar and near
We sing aloud for all to hear
Sending peace, health, and cheer
And a ver mer Happy New Year!
Joe Rehder and Shirley Confino-Rehder
of Norfolk, winners of the Virginia Opera
New Year’s Toast Writing Contest.

Winter Wonderland
Earlier this year in January
the city received 9 inches of
snow—the deepest snowfall
in more than two decades.
Now in December, hours
late for Christmas morning,
a snow event caught forecasters off guard dumping
14.4 inches of snow in Norfolk. This snowfall ranks
third in the record books
after the 18.6 inches that fell
on December 27 & 28, 1892
and the 15.4 inches that fell
Feb. 17 & 18, 1989.
March 1-2, 1980’s Circus
Blizzard and its 13.4 inches
was bumped to fourth place
(that storm occurred as the
Ringling Bros. - Barnum &
Bailey Circus was coming
into town. ORF received 42
inches of snow that winter!)

Suburban Scene Dec. 27th...The last measurable Christmas Day
snow in in Hampton Roads was in 1948 (0.04 inches). Our 14.4 inches didn’t begin falling until Christmas night, and tapered off early the
morning of Dec. 27th. The National Weather Service began keeping
snowfall records for Eastern Virginia in 1891.

2

The Suburban

Suburban Acres Civic League

Meeting Minutes for December 13, 2010
Suburban Acres
Civic League
Officers
Tim Fox, President
338-0439
saclpresident@gmail.com
JoDee Cook, Vice President
587-7918
Deana Adams, Secretary
353-1506
saclsecretary@gmail.com
Deidra Rayder, Treasurer
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Board of Directors
Jeb Clarke 626-0076
Kevin Janney 587-1616
Ray Henson 753-4679
Angeleck Nance 961-1850
Newsletter/Communications
Kevin Janney
jkjanney@verizon.net
587-1616
Newsletter Advertising
Charles Wasserman
claretuser@verizon.net
588-5987
Newsletter Distribution
Mary Verykoukis
587-1221
PACE Officers
Officer Odell Davis
odell.davis@norfolk.gov
823-4433 390-0417
LT Bill MacKenzie
823-4448
william.mackenzie@norfolk.gov
Police (Non Emergency)
441-5610
Code Enforcement
664-6532
Norfolk Cares
664-6510
Neighborhood Watch
Coordinator
Ray Henson
753-4679
EARNN (Environmental Awards
for Recycling in Norfolk Neighborhoods) Coordinator
Katrina Butler
dixiekat@mac.com
(703)655-2101 (cell)

Visit our website at
www.suburban23505.com

Meeting called to order at 6:30 p.m. at Suburban Park School. Attendance – 48 adult members
and guests.
Pledge of Allegiance
Welcome provided by President Tim Fox. A motion was approved to dispense with the normal
business meeting so that the president could provide a presentation on the leagues activities
during 2010.
PACE Officer Comments—Officer Davis
Over the past month there were two car thefts, both vehicles have been recovered. There was
one residential burglary and two non-residential burglaries. There was one sexual assault on
Louisiana; there is a suspect and the investigation is active. There was one robbery: a female
was enticed to assist a motorist who was supposedly broken down. After the victim was persuaded to get in the robber’s car, she was abducted and taken to an ATM machine and forced to
withdraw cash. Officer Davis cautioned safety during the holiday season as criminals are increasingly desperate and active, and homes and cars contain new gifts in preparation for the holidays.
Do not leave valuables in your vehicle. While shopping, if making a trip to the car to drop off
purchases and then you will be returning to the mall to shop, move your car over several rows
(robbers often ’stake out’ cars in mall parking lots, and break in once gifts are placed in the car
and the purchases goes back inside to continue shopping).
Special Presentation—President Fox presented an overview of the league’s 2010 activities (see
article below).
Respectfully submitted,
Kevin Janney
Note: Secretary Eric Heard was not in attendance this month due to continued illness. Please
keep Eric in your thoughts and prayers.

SACL Annual Report
SACL Mission
Foster a cohesive neighborhood in which residents…
1. build and sustain quality lasting relationships
2. promote and facilitate preparedness and
security
3. engage city leadership and other civic
leagues for mutual benefit on matters that
impact this neighborhood,
4. develop and enable a civic-minded culture
that influences responsible community
participation, providing example and inspiration to our youth
Membership: 52 family, 35 individual (87 tot.)
General Meeting Highlights & Speakers
January: John Stewart – Lafayette River
Preservation; AJ Gators owner (Jeff Sharer)
discusses relocation
February: John Deuel – Keep Norfolk Beautiful / Sustainable Living
March: Khalilah LeGrand – Norfolk Census
Coordinator
April: Mayoral Candidate Forum – Mayor Paul
Fraim, Duan Hester, Dan Montague, Ryan
Cooper
May: Theresa Augustin – Curator of Natural
Areas at Botanical Garden
June: What’s Your Number? (civic league
goals, brain storming)
July: Councilwoman Terry Whibley, Councilman Andy Protogyrou

Suburban Acres Civic League
2010 Annual Report

August: Jane Bethel – American Red Cross /
Hurricane Preparedness
September: NPD Detectives Benny Serrano &
Richard Creamer – Gangbusters!
October: Abry Cox – Lafayette RIVERFest;
Fleta Jackson – Norfolk Storm Water
November: Holiday gift presentation to Suburban Park School; Roots of Suburban Acres
(ROSA Club) / A chat with neighborhood plank
holders
December: Annual Civic League Highlights
presentation, holiday celebration
Projects
- Great American Cleanup, Saturday March
27th
- Thole Street Cleanup Sep. 25th
- Donation of $500 and non-perishable food
to Suburban Park School
- Yard-of-the-Month: 10 awards
Continued...see “Annual Report” on Page 5

www.suburban23505.com
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PART 2: Pillars of Suburban Acres describe early days of neighborhood at November 8th meeting
By Kevin Janney
Editor’s Note: Some of the first residents
to build in Suburban Acres were invited to
speak to the civic league at the November
8, 2010 meeting to discuss their recollections of the neighborhood’s early days,
and how it has grown and changed over
the years.
In the December edition of The Suburban,
I said that the article detailing the discussion of the “plank owners” would be in two
parts. Once transcription was
completed, I realized it would
take three parts to place it all
in the newsletter. So, stay
tuned for Part 3 next month. If
you missed Part I for some
reason, the December Suburban is available on our web
site, or you can call me for a
reprint. Many thanks to Karen
Mayne for assistance with
transcription, despite her full
schedule of home repairs and
remodeling.

Raber, Clyde Odom, Marvin Cheek, and
Daniel “Dan” Bigelli.
Dan Bigelli
But what did we do? Some of the things
we did. They finally decided to build a
Tinee Giant. You all know where the
Tinee Giant is? So what did they want to
do but put in gas pumps out there. They
were going to put gas pumps, that’s what

support the school. So finally they did
build the school and the wives, all the
wives, they staffed that school, except for
the teachers. They did the nurses, they
did the book work, they did the PTA, they
did the whole damn works, our wives did
that. You know that don’t you, Bud? So
yes, we know Suburban Acres like our
soul. We grew up in Suburban Acres.
Our kids delivered the newspapers in it.

Suburban Acres, like many
surrounding neighborhoods,
benefitted from the post World
War II building boom, and a
symbiotic relationship with the
nearby “Mr. A.C. Ward’s” corner—also growing and being
developed for retail in the late
1940’s and early 1950’s.
Former grocer J. C. Councill,
transplanted from Suffolk to From left are Bud Raber, Marvin Cheek, Clyde Odom, and Dan Bigelli (standing) describing
start a real estate brokerage early days of Suburban Acres at the Nov. 8 SACL meeting. Part 1 of this story can be found in
in 1919, is the acknowledged the December 2010 edition of The Suburban at www.suburban23505.com.
developer of Suburban Acres
on farm property he purchased before the they wanted to do. And us neighbors got
They all went to school here together.
war. Subdivided lots were sold beginning together and we put a quietus on that. So And I look around and I mentioned it to a
in 1948, one year after construction start- they didn’t put the gas pumps. Two or
lot of the people. Right now we are going
ed on the new Midtown Shopping Center three years later Dominion Resources – it
through a major transition here because
on the Northeast corner and five years was Virginia Power and Light at that time –
all us old folks are dying off. And with
prior to construction of the Hofheimer’s on the corner of Thole and Suburban Arch,
that is a new generation of younger folks
Shoes building on the Southwest Corner they were going to put a substation in coming in here and this is what we love to
of Granby and Little Creek (then Sewells there. You remember that? So we got
see. Because just here two-three weeks
Point Road). Some early lots were sold again, here come all our neighbors up in ago we had a little party here and you
for as little as $300, and some of the first arms, and we told them where to put the saw all these little children. What does
homes in the neighborhood were built for darn substation. You know where the this remind me of? That’s when our kids
$12,000 to $15,000.
substation is? In back of the chemical
grew up here, didn’t they, Marvin? Wasn’t it fun? This is why today to me, SuburAt the November 8, 2010 civic league plant. Everybody knew Monsanto chemiban Acres is a fun place to live.
meeting, four of our “plankowners,” chris- cal plant was there.
tened “Roots of Suburban Acres (ROSA) So these are some of the things that we Does anybody want to ask me about anyby President Tim Fox, described their ear- did for Suburban Acres. When we were
thing else? I can tell you about a whole
ly experiences in the neighborhood. This here at first there was no Suburban Park
bunch of stuff.
is Part 2 of a three-part series document- School. They wouldn’t build a school until
ing the presentation by August “Bud”
there were enough households out here to
Continued...see “Plank Owners” Page 9
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For more news and events visit our website at www.suburban23505.com
Norfolk CrimeView statistics Suburban Acres, November 2010
Due to problems with Norfolk’s computer system, CrimeView stats are incomplete this month.

Wards Corner retailer expands
The Book Exchange, in the Northeast corner of Wards Corner,
doubled its retail space by expanding into a vacant storefront
next door in the same shopping center. Movie and Music Exchange specializes in used DVD’s and CD’s, which the 2000
square foot outlet will sell and trade, the same business model
used next door at The Book Exchange. The store’s web site
cited a large demand for used CD’s and DVD’s at the Book Exchange, which was voted best used bookstore for the past three
years in the Virginian Pilot’s Best in Hampton Roads contest.
- The Suburban

Short General Assembly session begins Jan. 12
State Senator Ralph Northam solicited voter input in December
with a survey, in anticipation of the 2011 Virginia General Assembly regular session that convenes on January 12. The Virginia legislature meets annually; the 2011 regular session is
scheduled to be a 30-day session. Senator Northam has prefiled legislation to protect the state’s menhaden fishery, and a
bill pertaining to installation of geothermal heat pump systems.
During the 2011 session Senator Northam can be contacted at
(804) 698-7506, or Senator@RalphNortham.com.
The 87th House District is represented by Delegate Paula J. Miller. Delegate Miller has pre-filed legislation that would prohibit
the possession and distribution of synthetic marijuana (such as
“spice”), and a bill that would make it illegal to threaten public
officials such as judges, fire fighters, correctional officers, and
emergency medical technicians. While in Richmond Delegate
Miller can be reached at (804) 698-1087 or delpmiller@house.virginia.gov.
- The Suburban

Downtown Tunnel westbound closed
weekends in January
The west bound tube of the Downtown tunnel will be
closed for the next several weekends, beginning at 7
p.m. on Fridays and lasting through 5 a.m. on Mondays. Closures began in mid-December to remove
3000 deteriorating ceiling tiles, which are original to the tunnel,
constructed in 1952. Traffic will be detoured to the High Rise
Bridge on I-64 and the Gilmerton Bridge on Military Highway.
Each of the panels weighs about 750 pounds, and are interlocked together making complete closure of the tube necessary.
The closures will likely occur for five or six weekends.

Winter storm preparedness
We all know what happened last year during the freezing cold
temperatures and snowstorms. And Nor’easters are often at
their worst in January & February. The coming winter months
hold the possibility of icy roads, downed power lines and snow
drifts. Virginians need to prepare now for cold-weather emergencies and disasters.

Start planning ahead before it gets any colder. Prepare an
emergency kit for your home and your car. What emergency
supplies should I have? Know what you’re going to do if you
suddenly lose power in your own home. What do you do if your
water line breaks at your house? How do you prepare you fireplace for the winter, and are kerosene or propane heaters safe
for use inside my home?
For answer to these questions and how to be prepared for the
winter months, go to the Virginia Department of Emergency
Management (VDEM) website at http://www.vaemergency.com/
threats/winter. And if you need assistance or additional information on winter planning, contact the Norfolk Emergency Management office at 441-5600.

EARNN...
Environmental
Awards for
Recycling in
Norfolk’s
Neighborhoods

EARNN
Update
by Katrina “Kat”
Butler

Points earned this quarter (Sept-Nov) – 30
Current point total for this cycle (2 quarters complete) – 41
(Points are accumulated from July 2010 through June 2011)
This has been a very successful quarter for the SACL EARNN
Program. Thanks to Bruce Larson and all who participated at
the Sept 25th Thole Street Clean-up we earned 25 points. We
earned an additional 5 points for our attendance at the Storm
Water presentation at the October meeting. We are well on our
way to earning the 100 points we need to maximize our award
and earn $750 for the civic league.
Keep in mind that the biggest EARNN point getter is for putting
out our recycle bins every other week. Once a quarter we are
spot checked by the folks at Keep Norfolk Beautiful. We’ll earn
35 points if 71% or more of the homes in our neighborhood put
the bins out for pick up (they have to be at least half full of recyclable material to count). So if you are using your Blue bin regularly – Keep it up! If not, make a pledge to start to help the environment and your neighborhood. For more information on recycling visit http://www.norfolk.gov/curbside_recycling/.
Upcoming EARNN Events:
Jan 14 – Thole Street Adopt-a-spot clean-up (with Norfolk Christian School), details to follow at the January meeting.
TBD – Great American Clean-up (expected to be a Saturday in
late March or early April)
Call to action: volunteers who would be interested in becoming
trained/certified in Graffiti Abatement or Illegal Sign Removal
should contact me so I can update you as training sessions become available.
-Katrina can be contacted at dixiekat@mac.com.

www.suburban23505.com
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For more news and events visit our website at www.suburban23505.com
Annual Report (continued from Page 2)
Projects (continued)
- Environmental Awards for Recycling in Norfolk Neighborhoods
(EARNN) - only civic league in the city to break 100 points and
earn $750 reimbursement/award.
Events
- Independence Parade, Saturday July 3rd
- 1st Annual Ice Cream Social, August 21st
- Family Harvest Celebration, Saturday Oct. 23
League Finances
Checking Account: $ 1,004 start, $ 1,329 end
Other assets (decal & mermaid funds, petty cash): $ 440
Income: Dues $705; Advertising Income $2,690; City of Norfolk/
EARNN $ 750
Expenses: Total $ 3,501.88. Newsletter printing $ 1,927.33;
Food & Beverage $509.68; meeting room expenses $ 210;
donations & neighborhood events, $ 839.87; Neighborhood
Watch decals $ 15
Outreach
Representatives to Wards Corner Now and Norfolk Federation of
Civic Leagues, liaison with city officials and elected officials
Web Site
5842 total hits since inception; busiest single day Feb.24, 2010
(80 hits)
Newsletter
12 monthly issues produced; average of 540 door-to-door
deliveries per month; average 30 other single copy distribution per
month; total of 6,840 newsletters produced & distributed in 2010.

City needs help identifying post-snow potholes
Potholes are unsightly and dangerous craters in the road that can
damage vehicles. Cold weather, snow and ice, and plowing cause
the asphalt to deteriorate. After the recent snowstorm, the City
expects potholes to surface.
The City’s Street and Bridges Division is asking for citizens to
report potholes on City streets and right-of-ways. There are three
convenient ways to report potholes: calling the 24-hour hotline at
823-4050, e-mailing the problem area to PWorks@norfolk.gov or
using the convenient online form at www.norfolk.gov/PublicWorks/
pothole.asp.
When reporting the pothole, please provide the nearest address
and cross street and a description of the damage.
-Norfolk Division of Communications
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Letters From Our Neighbors
Calling Suburban Acres
Home
By Ingo Heidbrink
and Christina Ohlrogge
If you follow the media you can easily and frequently find articles on illegal immigration - definitely a topic that needs to be
addressed in one way or another. Having come to the US only
a couple of years ago to accept a position at ODU, such media
reports sometimes provide the impression that Americans are
somewhat hostile to foreigners. But Suburban Acres and in
particular the Civic League are excellent places to learn that the
US as a country is not only open minded, but building on the
experience of generations of immigrants and is welcoming to
the foreigners of today.
When we moved to Suburban Acres in spring 2008 it took us a
while to learn about the Civic League as such leagues simply
do not exist in Germany. Being curious about our new country
of residence and more about the organization behind the newsletter that was delivered to our door each month we realized we
should attend one of the meetings – not sure what to expect…
Today Civic League meetings have become a fixed entry to our
calendar and they are definitely one of the best ways to get in
contact not only with our neighbors, but also the broader society we’ve decided to live in. Co-workers, co-parents at school or
pre-school, even churches, all these are special interest groups
while a civic league is the place to become connected to a wide
variety of people who share basically only one common interest: to make the place where we are living an even better place
to live. In addition it has been a great place for us to learn about
the history of our neighborhood: being a professional historian,
the plank-holder talks were absolutely exciting. This history
and multi-generational interaction helps us understand some
elements of the American way of life.
So why are we sharing these thoughts with our neighbors?
Maybe we would simply like to let you know that Suburban
Acres is more diverse than you might have expected since
there are “aliens” (the official governmental term for people like
us) living next door. Or maybe more important to say thanks to
a great neighborhood that helped us to feel like home here.
When my wife won the patriotic mermaid at one of the 2010
meetings it was kind of ironic for us in the beginning: one of the
few non-American families of Suburban Acres has won the
most American prize possible. Later on it became a symbol for
us that there are still people in the US, and especially in our
neighborhood that value the idea that foreigners living and
working legally in the US. We might help make the nation, as
well as Suburban Acres, an even better place to live as so
many generations of immigrants have done before. The civic
league has become an important forum for such talks and one
of the reasons why we call Suburban Acres ‘home’ today.
Many thanks for reading these thoughts and even more thanks
for allowing us to be a part of such a rich and diverse neighborhood. We might still behave a little differently than many of you
and have different opinions on a variety of topics, but to us this
seems to be a good example of well-functioning integration
into society. Hopefully you will find no reason to be afraid of the
legal ‘aliens’ living right in the middle of the neighborhood; definitely not of us.

Ingo & Christina

www.suburban23505.com
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S UBURBAN A CRES

G REEN
By Karen Mayne
Kermit the Frog says, “It’s not easy being green.” Oh, but it is
easy! Most of us make New Year’s resolutions, so here are ten
easy things you can do in the New Year to be green – and to
save some green in your wallet, too.
1.

Replace one incandescent light bulb with a compact
fluorescent light (CFL) bulb. You will save money over the
life of the bulb and reduce the amount of pollutants
generated by electrical plants. Go to www.dom.com/
ECprograms for information on Dominion Power’s discount
program on CFLs and other energy saving tips.

2.

Install a programmable thermostat. They are reasonably
priced, easy to install, and can save you big bucks if you
are able to turn your thermostat down during the day while
at work or at night while you are sleeping.

3.

Don’t fertilize your fescue lawn in the spring. Wait until
autumn when the fertilizer will do more good. (Zoyzia and
St. Augustine lawns should be fertilized in the summer.)

4.

Convert part of your lawn to a shrub or flower bed. It will
reduce your time mowing the lawn and serve as a place to
put mulched leaves in the fall.

5.

Contribute to the City of Norfolk’s Celebrate Trees! initiative
to add more trees to our city.
Go to
www.CelebrateTrees.norfolk.gov or call the City’s
Environmental Program at 664-4242.
6. Turn off the water while
brushing your teeth and soaping up
your hands.
Bathroom faucets
account for about 16 percent of the
water use in most households.
Showerheads deliver almost 20
percent of your indoor water use.
Replacing an old showerhead with
a new low-flow, high pressure
model is easy and will save on both
water and energy costs. Go to
www.epa.gov/watersense for more
information on ways to save water.
7. Get a rain barrel to catch the
water from your gutters and use it to water your flower
beds. There are a number of commercial sources, but one
local source is Mike’s Rain Barrels at 761-1553.

8.

Scoop the poop when walking your dog. In your yard, train
your dog to use one particular area so you can clean up
and throw your dog’s mess in the trash.

9.

Don’t pour grease or greasy food wastes down the drain.
Pour grease into a can and refrigerate or freeze before
putting it in the trash, and wipe off frying pans and greasy
plates with a paper towel before washing.
Go to
www.FatFreeDrains.com for more information on putting
your drains on a diet.

10. Most of all, get outside (and get your kids outside) and
enjoy life in Suburban Park, Suburban Acres, and Chelsea
in all seasons of the year. We live in one of the prettiest
areas in the City. Happy New Year!
Karen can be reached by e-mail at
KarenLMayne@aol.com or by phone at 587-1287
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December 2010 Yard of the Month Elsie Gregory of Thole Street has her Christmas decorations up and snow on the
ground when this picture was taken in early December. Due to her pristine lawn and holiday spirit, Elsie has received the high honor
of Yard of the Month for December 2010, bestowed by Flora, the SACL Yard-of-the-Month Mermaid. Congratulations Elsie!
-Photo by Jeb Clarke

www.suburban23505.com

Plank owners (continued from Page 3)
Audience: Tell us about the Monsanto plant. What was that?
Bigelli: That was run by Monsanto Chemical Company and
what the function was, they used to take cocoa beans and they
used to extract cocoa butter. Cocoa butter is used in all kinds of
cosmetics and beauty creams and everything has got cocoa butter in it. We used to get the residue after they mashed the cocoa
beans and fill out the swamp in our back yard. Oh, that was another thing. They were going to make a junk yard out of that
place. Again, here goes the neighbors all up in arms and we
stopped the junk yard from ever happening. Some of you folks
remember that, right Bud? Yeah, we can tell all kind of stories
about Suburban Acres.
Audience: Was there anything else along there?
Bigelli: There was nothing back there. But at one time – do any
of you know Edelbutts’ service station? Well, Edelbutts was a
friend of mine and he devised a gadget. He had a service station
on Thole Street and what became Tidewater Drive was Cottage
Toll Road at that time. Anyway, he devised some kind of a gadget that you put on top of your radiator and then you put your cap
on top of that and he would pump it up and he energized the
cooling system. He sold more radiator caps than anybody in the
whole state of Virginia. These are things we know about our
neighborhood.
Audience: Was there a concrete plant over where the apartments are?
Bigelli: The concrete plant was on Norview Avenue over by the
railroad tracks. It was Capital Concrete Company for the simple
reason when they built (that’s another story) Interstate 64 and
they were taking the sand and putting it in the mixer and the
gravel in the mixer and it used to spill over and they had big piles
of it and they’d give it to you if you took it away. Well, I had a

9
pick-up truck so I used to go there and haul it away. First thing
you know if I hauled it away they would load my pick-up truck. I
didn’t even have to shovel it on. So me and my neighbor built a
swimming pool. I have an eight foot, 20’ by 36’ swimming pool
in my back yard. But it was the only swimming pool around, and
it had every kid from my street clean into Wards Corner coming
on my swimming pool. So it was nothing for my wife to make
two loaves of bread of peanut butter and jelly sandwiches for
those kids.
I don’t use the pool no more. I haven’t used the pool in 20
years. But when I filled up the pool, my pool held 40,000 gallons of water. And I had an 18 foot well. First thing you know, I
had my neighbors up there willing to get all over me like you
wouldn’t believe. I said, “What’s the matter?” They said, “You
drained the water table.” And they didn’t have any drinking water. (Laughter.) Oh, I can talk about Suburban Acres. Remember that, Bud?
Clyde Odom: I have something to add. You’re all familiar with
the lot right across from Tinee Giant? Don’t buy it. Because
when they were redoing the surfacing the roads, they took big
slabs of asphalt about six to eight inches thick and piled it back
into that area so you’ve got asphalt about four to five foot deep
on that lot, that’s why it’s not selling.
Bigelli: And big stumps on top of the asphalt. So any time
there’s somebody over there looking at that lot, we tell them
what’s down there. (Laughter.) We don’t want them to sell it.
Clyde Odom
Well, I’m not as old as these other guys. (Laughter.) I’m just a
young kid, so I haven’t been here very long. We moved here in
1965. The lord took my wife 3-1/2 years ago. I have been here
45 years this past June. It’s been a wonderful neighborhood. I
don’t think it’s but five people on Kirby Crescent that was there
when we moved there. They have either died or had to go to a
nursing home or moved somewhere else where they didn’t have
to take it. We are so thankful that you younger people are coming in to keep the neighborhood. It has been a blessed neighborhood to live in. It really has. We hope to keep it that way.
That chemical stuff he was talking about you haul away – this lot
right here on the corner of Thole and Kirby Crescent where all
those trees are, that’s nothing but the stuff they hauled from the
cocoa plant. That lady that lived there; it went way down and
when we had high tide, the water would come almost up to Kirby
Crescent. And she found out they were giving it away and that’s
all it is. One guy came around was going to buy that lot – I forget how much he was going to pay, something like $20,000.
And I said, “Well if I were you, before I bought it I would test it
and see what’s there.” So he did, so he didn’t buy it. I don’t
know the only way you’ll ever be able to build on it is to drive
pilings. There is nothing there to hold a house up – nothing.
And then I don’t know how many of you remember when they
started making flag lots out here. They almost destroyed Suburban Acres. Down on Virginian Drive on the railroad side, it was
always zoned for duplexes. Just on the railroad side – they had
a few down there. And it started right there at Kirby Crescent
and Virginian Drive. That big brick house there – a contractor
bought it and they let him make a duplex out of that and put two
more in the back yard.
To be continued next month...
The third and final portion of the plank owners’ discussion will be
presented in the February 2011 edition of The Suburban. Special thanks to W. Troy Valos and the rest of the staff at the Norfolk Public Library’s Sargeant Memorial Room for assistance in
researching background material for this article. Also, Wards
Corner Now has a new history page on their web site—it is excellent, and can be found at www.wardscornernow.com.
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If you're not currently
receiving updates via
Announcements
email from Suburban
Acres Civic League,
Send your announcement to
send us a brief email
suburbanacres@gmail.com
to let us know you'd
like to be added to our
distribution list! Birthdays? Anniversaries? Lost & found?
Let us know!
Good Job Neighbors! More than 30 Farm Fresh receipts, Box
Tops, and Labels for Education were turned in at the December
civic league meeting. Suburban Park Elementary receives
funding and support from businesses based on these loyalty
programs...start saving them and bring to the next meeting.
Our Shawn has done it again! Shawn & Mary Padgett’s
beautifully decorated home again graces the Virginian Pilot, this
time in the December 19, 2010 weekly Compass feature by Pilot
reporter Lia Russell. If you missed the article you can see it
online at www.hampton roads.com. We’ve also put a PDF
version on our web site at www.suburban23505.com. The
Padgett’s home was also featured in a Dec. 4, 2006 Pilot article.
Challenger Baseball for any child with a disability aged 4
through high school, leagues forming now. Children with
disabilities can feel part of a team, make friends, and have fun.
Parents, siblings, and grandparents are encouraged to join in.
Contact Gary Owens for information at 480-3304 (evenings) or
NorfolkChallenger@cox.net .
“I Love My Pet” Craft Show, Interstate Bingo Hall, 5957 E.
Virginia Beach Blvd., Military Crossing Shopping Center. Free.
Supports animal cruelty awareness campaign. Vendors /
crafters welcome. For Information contact Sandy at 383-2092
or ilovemypets2@gmail.com.
Annual City of Norfolk Martin Luther King Day March and
Observance Monday Jan. 17. March steps off from Scope
Plaza at 10 am and will be followed by a program of music and
remembrance at Chrysler Hall. Free. March begins at Scope
Plaza, proceeds to the Martin Luther King memorial
(intersection of Brambleton Ave. and Church Street) before
heading back to Scope. Free parking in the Scope Garage. For
more information contact the City Clerk’s office at 664-4253.
Christmas Tree Recycling Available in Norfolk
Once
decorations are removed Christmas Trees can be placed on the
curb with trash on your regular collection day during the weeks
of December 28th-January 14th. Trees will be collected by City
Waste Management trucks and taken to the yard waste facility
to be mulched. Trees may also be dropped off at the two
recycling drop-off collection facilities, open 24 hours a day,
seven days a week. Drop-off sites are located at the corner of
17th St.& Colonial Ave. (Maury High School), and Security Lane
off North Military Highway, next to Norfolk Technical Vocational
School.

www.suburban23505.com
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JANUARY

WORD SEARCH

Ways to provide financial support to
Suburban Park Elementary
-

Shop at Farm Fresh and turn in the bottom of your receipts.
Shop at Kroger & link your store card to Suburban Park.
Shop at Food Lion & link your store card to Suburban Park.
Save Box Tops (www.BoxTops4Education.com)
Save Labels for Education
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Advertise in The Suburban
Printed single-copy distribution of more than 500, and
availability on our web site.
Contact Charles Wasserman at
claretuser@verizon.net or 588-5987 for rates and availability
today.

We need your involvement
in the Suburban Acres Civic League. The larger our
membership, the louder
our voice will be heard!
Please join today!
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Neighborhood
Calendar
Calendar Notes...
Street Sweeping
Friday Jan. 7 &
Feb. 4
Recycling Pick
Up (Blue Bins)
Jan. 6 & 20; Feb.
10 & 24
JAN 10 Suburban Acres Civic
League meeting, doors open at
6 pm, meeting at 6:30 pm, Suburban Park Elementary
JAN 13 Mayor’s Wards Corner
Taskforce Norfolk Fitness &
Wellness Center, 8:30 a.m.
JAN 13 Norfolk Federation of
Civic Leagues, Lake Taylor
Hospital
Cafeteria,
1309
Kempsville Rd., 7 pm
JAN 15 Wards Corner Now
Norfolk Fitness & Wellness Center, 8:30 a.m.
JAN 17 Annual Martin Luther
King Day March, 10 am Scope
Plaza. Observance to follow in
Chrysler Hall
Thru JAN 17...MacArthur on
Ice outdoor ice skating, MacArthur Center downtown. Public
skating, figure skating, lessons,
skate with the Admirals. 3144409 for info.
Note...FEBRUARY
meeting
will be on Feb. 7th (instead of
the usual 2nd Monday) due to
St. Valentines Day falling on
Monday Feb. 14th.

