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Education, public safety, Medicaid likely to see cuts in new Virginia budget 
 
Ocean View-Norfolk, VA—Senator Ralph S. Northam (D, 6th Senate District) and Delegate J. Paula Miller (D, 
87th House District) held a joint town hall meeting Monday evening January 4th at the Mary Pretlow Anchor 
Branch library in Ocean View.  More than ninety people attended including Norfolk Councilman Barclay Winn 
and Sheriff Robert McCabe. 
 
Senator Northam highlighted important issues he has been involved in the past two years: 
 

▫ Patron of the clean air act 
▫ Co-patron of a non-partisan redistricting bill 
▫ Supporting legislation and initiatives in related to cleaning up the Chesapeake Bay 
▫ Regulation of the menhaden fishery in the Chesapeake Bay. 

 
Senator Northam briefly addressed the ongoing national debate and congressional activity regarding health 
care.  He said that there are “three legs that health care stands on,” quality, access, and cost, with cost as the 
area that really needs to be addressed, including premium costs and insurance company profits.  According to 
Northam, “What I worry about with the reform bill is that cost is not being adequately addressed.”  Senator 
Northam encouraged constituents to keep an eye on what is going on (on the national) level because this is 
something that will affect us all. 
 
About 10% of the Commonwealth’s budget comes from the maritime industry.  Northam said “if we don’t provide 
the infrastructure for the maritime industry, it will go elsewhere.”  Transportation issues are also important to our 
way of life, getting to work, sitting in traffic jams 38 to 40 hours a year, and for safety.  Northam said, “until we 
get down to raising a new source of revenue we’re not going anywhere.”  Northam says the transportation plan 
presented by Governor-elect McDonald does not contain any immediate sources of revenue.  Senator Northam 
says many constituents approach him with comments supporting a gas tax as the easiest way to raise 
transportation revenue.  Northam said he is “on the record voting for a gas tax”, having already voted for one 
proposed gas tax, but it doesn’t seem to fly across the Commonwealth.  
 
Delegate Miller pointed out that we have a new governor coming into office, and we also have a new two-year 
budget. Miller said that no doubt many of the things contained in outgoing Governor Tim Kaine’s budget will be 
changed by Governor-elect McDonald.  Delegate Miller says the new budget is challenged on many levels.  
81% of the general fund pays for education, public safety, and health, which drive the budget.  Miller says these 
three items are referred to as “the sacred items” in Richmond.  Miller says that by the close of the current bi-
annual budget in June of 2010 more than 3000 state positions will have been eliminated since 2008, including 
another 700 positions cut by the Virginia Department of Transportation.  Transportation and education account 
for 1,651 layoffs, but as a percentage of total employees Health and Human Services was the hardest hit. 
 
The major issue going into this legislative session, according to Miller, is “How are we going to face $ 3.6 billion 
in cuts that have to be made…where are the cuts going to be made…everyone has different priorities.”  
According to Miller incoming Governor McDonald is hopeful that the K-12 cuts can be made in support and 
administration areas, not in the classroom. 
 
A bit of good news is that Northrup Grumman, a major defense contractor, is relocating its headquarters to the 
“Washington DC area” which could mean Maryland or Virginia.  Miller said, “another large, corporate employer 
certainly helps our economy” and is hopeful that Northrup Grumman will relocate to the Virginia side of DC. 
 
In addition to the budget, priorities described by Delegate Miller for the upcoming legislative session are: 
 

▫ Gang-related bill that will force the Department of Justice to share information with local law 
enforcement about juveniles who are suspected gang members. 

▫ Bill expanding the definition of prostitution, particularly related to internet solicitation. 
▫ Bill that will allow local sheriff’s offices to dispose of abandoned inmate personal property in 30 days 

(instead of the current six months). 



Questions/Comments 
 
High speed rail.  Both Miller and Northam support a high speed rail connection from Richmond to Southside 
Hampton Roads.  
 
Flooding in Ocean View.  In response to a constituent suggestion, Delegate Miller agreed to coordinate 
establishing a task force to address the flooding issue. 
 
Multiple comments and questions regarding transportation 
How cohesive is the Hampton Roads delegation regarding transportation?  Senator Northam said the 
transportation plan on the table during last year’s special session included sales and gas taxes and passed the 
senate, “and went nowhere when it went to the house side.”  Northam says a reliable new source of revenue is 
essential.  
 
In response to a question regarding raising the state’s debt ceiling to borrow for transportation Senator Northam 
said, “we are out of new construction money, for maintenance we are behind $800 million dollars per year.”  
There is the real potential to have the state’s bond rating reduced if more money is borrowed, but the State is 
now in a position to lose Federal dollars due to a lack of State matching funds.  According to Northam, “the hour 
is late” concerning transportation funding.  Northam says the gas tax was last raised in 1986, Virginia’s tax is 17-
1/2 cents lower per gallon than surrounding states.  Assuming a 10 cent per gallon increase the average driver 
would pay about $ 48 a year more for gas. 
 
A penny tax equates to around $ 65 million, a 10 cent tax equates to about $ 650 million.  According to Northam 
a 10 cent gas tax still leaves us short, and “we have to think outside the box to look at private-public enterprises, 
to look potentially at tolls.” 
 
Constituent proposed a one penny tax on everything purchased. 
 
Constituent comment regarding building quality roads when they are first built. 
 
Constituent sees constant, never-ending road construction in Northern Virginia.  Why are they getting money 
and we are not?  Delegate Miller said “we are finally starting to talk about prioritizing projects, and that in the 
past has not been the case.”  She said Northern Virginia has always been very good about bipartisan 
agreement about prioritizing and agreeing on their road projects. Delegate Miller echoed Senator Northam in 
saying that if the legislature approved all of Governor-elect McDonald’s transportation ideas, “it still wouldn’t be 
enough.” 
 
Comment from constituent about the rapid reconstruction of I-95 across Georgia.  Delegate Miller replied that 
such a project requires new revenue, and Virginia does not have the political will to do that. 
 
Regarding questions from the attendees regarding transportation, both Northam and Miller stated their support 
for a high speed rail connection from Richmond to Southside Hampton Roads. 
 
Certainty of cuts to health care, State Health and Human Services  
According to Senator Northam, Virginia is ranked 48th in the country on Medicaid reimbursement to health care 
providers including hospitals and nursing homes.  Northam said last year’s 3 percent reduction in Medicaid 
reimbursement would have particularly affected Children’s Hospital of the Kings Daughters (approximately 55% 
of CHKD income and patients are Medicaid) and DePaul Medical Center (12% to 15% Medicaid), but those cuts 
were covered by stimulus bill funds.  Senator Northam said stimulus funds are running out, and “we are going to 
have cuts in Medicaid, and that will significantly affect our local hospitals.” 
 
According to Northam, the Governor-elect has already made it clear there will be no tax increases, and “when 
you don’t have any new revenue sources you have to cut.  There will be cuts in health care, there will be cuts in 
education and law enforcement,” said Northam. 
 
School nurses again targeted as cost reduction in schools 
Concern over cuts to education support positions, especially school nurses.  Too much focus on administration:  
cut downtown (school administration), do not cut at the schools. 



Delegate Marshall’s Health Care Freedom bill 
Would Delegate Miller support Delegate Marshall’s Health Care Freedom Bill?  Delegate Miller said she had not 
read the bill and could not respond at this point. 
 
Gang Activity in Ward’s Corner area 
Delegate Miller held up the Richmond Gang Reduction Intervention Program (GRIP) as a model that may be 
effective in our community. 
 
Citizen who works in Department of Corrections said that programs that help inmates are being cut, and 
recidivism rates are going up. 
 
What does it take to override the governor’s veto? 
Senator Northam said it takes a two thirds majority to override the governor.  The Senate is 21 D’s and 19 R’s 
so the chances of a two thirds vote to override the governor is unlikely. 
 
Clean air law (indoor smoking ban) 
Comment:  seem to be a lot of loopholes, establishments ignoring the smoking ban, doesn’t seem to be any real 
enforcement.  Fine is pretty weak.  There needs to be a safe area around entrances.  Senator Northam says the 
Health Department should be contacted for enforcement issues.  Northam said there are some loopholes but we 
had to start somewhere. 
 
Cuts in higher education (State community colleges) 
Concern over overloaded instructors and larger classes due to adults training for new careers due to the 
economy; talk of changing the State’s contribution to retirement plans.  If education is important, why are we 
cutting education again? 
 
Concerns are shared by Delegate Miller and Senator Northam.  “Again, when you look at 3.5 billion more dollars 
that we need to cut, those are the areas that it’s going to come from, there is nowhere else to get that money 
without raising new revenue, our backs are in the corner,” said Northam. 
 
Chinese drywall 
Concerns by homeowners affected by Chinese Drywall.  Currently an EPA and Consumer Product Safety 
Commission investigations and tests, Federal government will act once investigation is complete.  Class action 
lawsuit is pending.  According to homeowners, builders and developers are not telling potential homebuyers if a 
home is affected. 
 
Predatory Lending 
Suburban Acres Civic League member Elyse Kalfus commented regarding the protection of consumers in 
Virginia, and continued prevalence of predatory lenders such as car title loan businesses. “Virginia that prides 
itself for being the place for businesses does not care anything about the consumer.”  Miller responded that 
predatory lenders seem to find all the loopholes.  Senator Northam said that car title loans will be addressed 
again in the upcoming legislative session. 
 
Delegate Miller can be reached at DelPMiller@house.virginia.gov or paulamiller87@msn.com  
 
Senator Northam can be reached at district06@senate.virginia.gov  


