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A Town Hall Meeting was held at the Norfolk Fitness and Wellness Center on Monday 
January 5th. Delegate Paula Miller served as moderator for the Senators and Delegates 
who attended, including Delegates Paula Miller, Lynwood Lewis, Kenny Alexander and 
Algie Howell and Senators Yvonne Miller and Ralph Northam. The purpose of the 
meeting was for local residents to tell their representatives about issues that are important 
to them.  
 
Most of the meeting was taken up by the representatives speaking on various subjects 
from education to budget cuts. Delegate Paula Miller started the meeting saying she had 
heard that they weren’t sure if they were going to “use an axe or a scalpel” to cut the 
shrinking budget. The budget was a reoccurring topic and is proposed to be short by $2.9 
billion. Delegate Lewis said that during budget talks they would decide “what gets cut 
and how deep it gets cut”.  
 
Senator Miller spoke next and handed out pamphlets about Virginia government to 
teachers for elementary school children. She urged people to “talk to your delegates and 
senators, tell them about the issues that are important to you”. Regarding the budget, she 
said, “the most difficult thing we will do is balance the budget and we must have a 
balanced budget it is required by law”. She pointed out that they might have to cut the 
education budget for the first time in a very long time and “wherever we cut it will be 
painful”.  
 
Next up Delegate Alexander said, “Because we are not growing, we have a huge 
shortfall. You only have two choices, cut programs & services or raise taxes or fees”. He 
also pointed out the most important areas to him are transportation, health care and public 
safety.  
 
The floor was opened to questions and moderated again by Delegate Miller. Subjects 
included interstate rest area privatization, a cigarette tax increase from 30 cents a pack to 
60 cents, nursing home regulation, education and cell phone use while driving. One 
outspoken citizen pressed the panel on how they could vote for the new tax on cigarettes 
when they had taken money from the tobacco industry and wanted to know if they would 
really vote for the tax or just say they would. Senator Northam, who arrived late, spoke 
about the cigarette tax increase. Raising it 30 cents a pack would only generate 150 
million dollars, which would be earmarked for the Medicare smoking program. Medicare 
spends 400 million dollars a year on smoking issues, so it would only cover about a third 
of the money spent each year. He said “there is also talk about raising the tax to 90 cents 
a pack to cover the whole 400 million dollars”.  
 



Delegate Lewis asked to speak for a minute to tell about the cleaning of the Chesapeake 
Bay. He said the project has an $18 billion price tag. Delegate Howell, who also arrived 
late, wrapped up the evening by speaking for a few minutes about a bill he is sponsoring 
to stop people from talking on the cell phone while driving. Delegate Miller closed out 
the meeting telling everyone that they would all be available after the meeting for one on 
one discussion. She also encouraged everyone to reach out and contact their 
representatives whenever they have issues that they would like addressed. 
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